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Sgknad om opptak av Norsk Karateforbund i Norges idrettsforbund

Norsk Karateforbund (heretter ogsa omtalt som «karateforbundet») sgker med dette om at karate blir
tatt opp som s&rforbund, eller subsidiert som s@rutvalg, i Norges idrettsforbund og olympiske og
paralympiske komite (NIF).

Vi ber om at var sgknad blir innvilget basert pa ordlyd og &nd i det Olympiske Charter, slik at norske
karateutgvere igjen skal kunne konkurrere pa internasjonalt sa vel som pa nasjonalt plan.
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The Olympic Charter — Rule 29 — National Federations

To be recognised by an NOC and accepted as a member of such NOC, a national federation must exercise a
specific, real and on-going sports activity, be affiliated to an IF recognised by the IOC and be governed by and
comply in all aspects with both the Olympic Charter and the rules of its IF.

En vesentlig del av denne spknad omhandler et annet forbund, som vére klubber ogsé er medlem av.
Dette er vanskelig & komme utenom, gitt bakgrunnen for dannelsen av vart nye forbund.

Situasjonen er i dag at Norges Kampsportforbund (heretter ogsa omtalt som «NKF» eller
«kampsportforbundet») hindrer IOC-godkjent virksomhet gjennom & definere WKFs (World Karate
Federation) norske representant, Norsk Karateforbund, som konkurrerende. Dette understottes av
ovennevnte art. 29.

NIF, som Norges olympiske Komité, har dermed i vére syne et dpenbart ansvar for 4 veilede Norges
Kampsportforbund til & anerkjenne Norsk Karateforbund som supplerende og ikke-konkurrerende
organisasjon, da kampsportforbundet selv ni er utestengt fra WKF.

Vi gnsker Norges Kampsportforbund alt vel i fremtiden, selv om forbundet har forspilt sin rolle bade
som forvalter av karateidretten i Norge og sitt medlemskap i World Karate Federation,
medlemsforbund i Association of IOC Recognised International Sports Federations (ARISF).

NORSK KARATEFORBUND
Postadresse: Bgnesheien 214 - 5154 Bgnes Tel: +47 415 23 540
E-post: norskkarateforbund @gmail.com
Org. nr. 828 791 627




1. Norsk Karateforbund

1.1

12

1.3

14

1.5

1.6

Norsk Karateforbund ble stiftet 30. januar 2022 og har organisasjonsnummer 828 791 672.
Forbundet bestér av 2980 medlemmer fra 38 klubber. Disse gnsker sitt medlemskap til Norges
Idrettsforbund gjennom Norsk Karateforbund.

Norsk Karateforbund er tilsluttet European Karate Federation (EKF) og World Karate
Federation (WKF), som omfatter 199 medlemsland og 10,3 millioner medlemskap.

Norsk Karateforbund oppfyller NIFs krav til idrett, jf. NIFs Lov §1-2.

Lov for Norsk Karateforbund fglger NIFs Lov for szrforbund med tilpasning til World Karate
Federations lov, artikkel §2.2.

Norsk Karateforbund er tuftet pa frivillighet og egeninnsats, i trdd med norsk idrettskultur.

Norsk Karateforbund er eneste alternativ for & gi norske karateutgvere et fullverdig idrettslig
tilbud i samarbeid med den internasjonale karatefamilie, samlet i WKEF.

2. Bakgrunn for dannelsen av Norsk Karateforbund
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Norsk Karateforbund ble etablert som en ngdvendig reaksjon pa at Norges Kampsportforbund
mistet sitt medlemskap i WKF 19. januar 2022. Norske utgvere var fglgelig uten mulighet til
deltagelse i internasjonale konkurranser.

En gruppe bekymrede medlemmer av NKF, bestdende av Morten Alstadsther, Kjell Jacobsen
og Kjell Sivertsen, hadde over tid observert at det fra NKFs side ikke ble gjort noe for &
imgtekomme WKFs innsigelser, og forberedte seg derfor pé at et initiativ ville matte tas
dersom NKF ikke endret kurs etter varsel om utestenging fra WKF.

3. Historikk
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Etter at NKF 19. januar 2022 ble utestengt fra WKF, kontaktet initiativtakerne til
karateforbundet umiddelbart WKF, med forespgrsel om hvordan man matte forholde seg for a
spgke medlemskap for et nytt forbund.

Man fikk ogsa opprettet en midlertidig ordning, hvor det ble oppnevnt en kontaktperson for
Norge som kunne pamelde norske utgvere til WKF-stevner for deltagelse under WKF-flagg,
inntil et nytt nasjonalt forbund kunne tas opp i WKF.

Allerede 30. januar 2022 ble det avholdt stiftelsesmgte for Norsk Karateforbund. Hensikten
var & sgke WKF om medlemskap for raskt a kunne etablere et tilbud for toppidretten og
ivareta utgvere og klubbenes interesse for fortsatt & kunne konkurrere i IOC- godkjent karate
béade nasjonalt og internasjonalt.

38 klubber sgkte deretter om opptak og fikk innvilget medlemskap i Norsk Karateforbund.

Den 14. mars 2022 sgkte Norsk Karateforbund medlemskap i World Karate Federation.
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Den 28. mars 2022 ble det avholdt ekstraordinert arsmgte i trad med NIFs lov for serforbund.
Det ble her vedtatt Lov for Norsk Karateforbund [Se vedlegg 1], valgt forbundsstyre,
valgkomite og kontrollkomite, samt fastsatt medlemskontingent.

Norsk Karateforbund fikk svar pa sgknad fra WKF 22. april 2022 om at midlertidig
medlemskap var innvilget av et enstemmig WKF-styre. Beslutningen fra WKF-styret ville bli
lagt frem pa neste WKF-kongress for ratifisering. Det var ogsa tydelig fra WKFs side, at for 4
kunne delta pa videre WKF-aktivitet matte utpvere vere medlem av Norsk Karateforbund.

Basert pd at karateforbundet oppnadde medlemskap i WKEF tiltradte ogsé visepresident i WKF,
Gunnar Nordahl, som styremedlem i Norsk Karateforbund i tillegg til de valgte
styremedlemmer (basert pa nevnte artikkel 2.2 i WKFs regelverk).

Ved WKFs kongress 25. oktober 2022, ble Norsk Karateforbund enstemmig bekreftet som
fullt medlem av WKF som s@rforbund for Norge. Norges Kampsportforbund ble ekskludert
mot én stemme. [Se Vedlegg 2]

4. Hva var WKFs innsigelser overfor Norges Kampsportforbund?
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Begrunnelsen for eksklusjon av NKF fra World Karate Federation fremgéar av avslaget pa
NKFs appell datert 30. mars 2022. [Se Vedlegg 3]

Eksklusjonen er basert pa flere forhold, hvor det alvorligste kan sies & vare at NKF har delt
karate i tre sidestilte aktivitetsomrdder, hvorav det som innen den organiserte idretten er &
betrakte som karate kun utgjgr ett.

Ner sagt alle karateklubber tilhgrer ogsa sakalte stilartsorganisasjoner. Dette er tekniske
samarbeidsorganisasjoner som ofte arrangerer egne private konkurranser med eget regelsett -
men disse er private anliggender - og skal ikke promoteres gjennom den offisielle
idrettsbevegelsen pé bekostning av IOC-godkjent idrett.

Karateidretten har medlemmer fra ca. femti forskjellige stilarter, hvorav brorparten tilhgrer de
sakalte «fire store»: Shotokan, Shito, Wado og Goju. Selve ideen bak det internasjonale
forbundet er at alle skal kunne konkurrere pa like fot uten sarfordeler. Det er derfor
uakseptabelt at NKF sidestiller regelverket av to stilarter med idretten karate som helhet.

Nér et nasjonalt forbund avholder offisielle nasjonale mesterskap og deler ut kongepokaler til
slike aktiviteter, blir dette som om fotball skulle gjort det samme for lgkkefotball.

Karate er en idrett hvor et grunnleggende prinsipp er kontroll og respekt for motstanderen. Nar
NKEF promoterer hva de kaller «fullkontakt karate», som tillater, og til og med belgnner, &
pafgre motstanderen skade, er dette i strid med badde WKF og IOCs verdier.

NKEF har i sine protester til WKF papekt at det ogsa finnes andre nasjonale forbund som har
uoffisielle grener pa programmet. Dette er for sa vidt riktig, da man ved dannelsen av WKF
(den gang WUKO) ikke hadde spesielle krav til lover for nasjonale forbund for & bli medlem.
Siden 2006 er det forlangt at nye forbund, og eksisterende forbund som gjgr lovendringer, mé
fa sine lover godkjent av WKF. NKF har ikke etterkommet dette krav.



5. Forbundsting og valg av styre

5.1

5.2

53

54

5.5

5.6

5.7

Den 21. juni 2022 ble det fgrste ordinzre forbundstinget avholdt i Norsk Karateforbund.
38 klubber deltok pa forbundstinget, som ble avholdt digitalt pa Teams.

Foreslatt lov for forbundet basert pa lovnorm fra NIF og WKF ble vedtatt.

Det ble avholdt valg av styre og lovpalagte komiteer for en tingperiode pa 2 ér.

Det valgte (og sittende) styret bestar av:

President Kjell Sivertsen

Visepresident Anita Myhren

Styremedlem Kjell Jacobsen

Styremedlem Bodil Grgdem

Styremedlem Morten Alstadsather

Styremedlem Stian Berglund

Styremedlem Sara Luong Thorsen (ungdomsrepresentant)
Varamedlem 1 Hilde Bjgrkeland

Varamedlem 2 Espen Retzius

I'tillegg er ogsa Gunnar Nordahl styremedlem iht. WKFs bestemmelser, i kraft av at han sitter
i WKFs styre.

Foruten styre, og lovpalagte komiteer, er det opprettet en dommerkomite med leder og to
medlemmer, samt en sportsavdeling med sportsansvarlig og et trenerteam.
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Alle involverte i Norsk Karateforbund er frivillige og jobber uten godtgjgrelse. Inntekten er
basert kun pa medlemsavgift, konkurranselisenser og private sponsorer som gnsker & bidra til
at vi skal lykkes.

Norsk Karateforbund har opprettet egen webside: www .karateforbundet.no og er aktive pa
Facebook og Instagram.

Det er gjort avtale med utstyrsleverandgr som har sponset utstyr til utgvere pa landslaget.

Siden stiftelsen 30. januar 2022 er det avholdt 20 styremgter som alle er protokollfgrt. Styrets
arbeid har hovedsakelig veart & jobbe med struktur og retningslinjer for nytt forbund, og for at
medlemmene skal ha de beste forutsetningene for & kunne utgve sin idrett og opprettholde
konkurranseaktiviteten.

Sa vidt oss bekjent, er dette fgrste gang i norsk idrettshistorie at man har mattet danne et nytt
forbund pé grunn av at et norsk s@rforbund har blitt ekskludert fra sitt internasjonale
sarforbund.

Navnet Norsk Karateforbund ble for gvrig valgt fordi navnet Norges Karateforbund allerede
var registrert i Brgnngysund for et fiktivt norsk forbund for to privatpersoner med prokura
hver for seg. Denne organisasjonen har ikke blitt definert som konkurrerende av NKF, noe
karateforbundet har blitt med sin IOC-godkjente virksomhet.



7. Sportslig aktivitet

7.1

7.2

7.3

74

7.5

7.6

1

Nir det gjelder det sportslige har Norsk Karateforbund fétt til sveert mye siden stiftelsen 30.
januar 2022, hvorav kan nevnes:

o Etablert landslagsstamme med lovende kadett og junior utgvere.

Bistétt kampsportforbundet med padmelding til div. internasjonale stevner.

Mai: Tre utgvere deltok i senior-EM i Gaziantep, Tyrkia

Juni: Ni utgvere deltok i kadett/junior-EM i Praha, Tsjekkia.

Juni/juli: En dommer deltok pa Youth League-stevne i Porec, Kroatia.

August: Samling i Sarpsborg. 42 utgvere fra 15 klubber, fem instruktgrer og dommere.
September: Regionstevne og samling i Haugesund med matching og dgmming.
Oktober: Regionstevne og samling i Mandal med matching og dgmming.
Oktober: Atte utgvere deltok i kadett- og junior-VM i Tyrkia.

e November: NM ble gjennomfgrt i Kristiansand med 21 klubber og 130 deltakere.
e November: 23 utgvere deltok i nordisk mesterskap i Riga, Latvia.

Med unntak av nordisk mesterskap i Riga, hvor hotell ble dekket, har utgvere, dommere og
trenere dekket kostnader til deltagelse i mesterskap og stevner av egen lomme.

Det er opprettet regioner med ansvarlige regionstrenere i Nord og Midt-Norge, @st, Vest og
Sgr-Norge. Trenerne er ulgnnet og eventuelle utgifter til leie av lokaler betales av deltakerne.
Terminliste for 2023 er klar og regionale stevner for barn og ungdom er etterspurt og vil bli
prioritert i alle regioner.

Dommerkomiteen jobber med weblgsning for dommerkurs med fokus pa rekruttering av
kvinnelige dommere. WKF har publisert nye konkurranseregler som skal gjelde fra 1. januar
2023. Fgrste uken i januar 2023 holdt dommerkomiteen webinar for vare dommere slik at de
er oppdatert nar regionstevnene starter.

Etableringen av nytt forbund har vert krevende ogsa for sportsavdelingen. Uten administrativ
stgtte har organisering og bestilling av reiser/overnatting og pdmelding til stevner/mesterskap
mattet gjgres pa dugnad ved siden av vanlig jobb.

Norsk Karateforbund har som ett av sine viktigste mal & etablere et karatetilbud for
funksjonshemmede. WKF har i flere ar hatt para-karate pa konkurranseprogrammet med eget
regelverk, og er eneste IOC-godkjente idrett med integrert paraidrettsprogram i sitt VM’, med
deltakelse fra alle fem verdensdeler. Vi gnsker & bista klubbene med tilrettelegging for et para-
karatetilbud med mal om & fa para-karate pd NM-programmet.

Norsk Karateforbund er vel representert innen WKF. Vart styremedlem Gunnar Nordahl ble
nylig gjenvalgt som visepresident og Sports Commissioner og sitter ogsé som leder for WKF
Rules and Ranking Commission. Var forbundssekreter, Kjell Jacobsen, er medlem av WKF
Technical Commission.

8. Kampsportforbundets pastand om at Norsk Karateforbund er

8.1

konkurrerende med NKF

Norsk Karateforbund ville aldri eksistert hvis ikke kampsportforbundet hadde satt seg i den
situasjon at de ble ekskludert fra WKF.
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At karateforbundet blir sett pd som en utfordrer til kampsportforbundet blir en feilaktig
fremstilling av saken. Initiativtakerne til karateforbundet har gjennom alle ar stgttet
fleridrettsmodellen og beklager at det sittende styret innen kampsport har umuliggjort denne
modellen for karateidretten ved ikke & respektere hva som er idretten karate.

Fra fgrste stund har man fra karateforbundets side poengtert at alle klubber fortsatt skal vaere
medlem og betale sin kontingent til kampsportforbundet.

NKF har hevdet at konkurranseforholdet har sin grunn i at begge forbund gnsker a
representere WKF i Norge. Likevel har kampsportforbundet ikke pé noe punkt imgtekommet
WKFs klagepunkter eller gjennomfgrt konkrete tiltak for a etterkomme WKFs krav. Det kan
virke som at taktikken har vert 4 hale ut tiden mens en prgvde & gjgre mest mulig for &
undergrave karateforbundet, slik at den navaerende prioritering av de uoffisielle grener kan
opprettholdes.

Paragraf 14-6 i NIFs lov ble ogsa brukt som paskudd for et styrevedtak i kampsportforbundet
om at klubber tilsluttet kampsportforbundet ikke samtidig kan vaere medlem av
karateforbundet. Dette ble gjort vel vitende om at det i karateforbundet ikke ville finnes
skonomiske ressurser til & bestride dette ved & ga rettens vei. [Se Vedlegg 4]

Samme vedtak ble igjen fremmet pa kampsporttinget pa feil premisser, ved at man stadig
hevdet & konkurrere om WKF-medlemskap etter at man allerede hadde tapt anken pd WKFs
vedtak om eksklusjon.

Det kan ogsé bemerkes at kampsportforbundets ordstyrer under tinget presenterte seg som
jurist med lang erfaring fra idrettsjus. Vedkommende gav sin uforbeholdne konklusjon til
tinget om at Norsk Karateforbund var a anse som utbrytere, og aldri ville bli akseptert som
medlem av NIF.

Nar da WKF-kongressen 25. oktober 2022 har bestemt at en ikke kommer til & overprgve
WKEF-styrets avgjgrelse om a ekskludere NKF, skulle det med all tydelighet vare klart at det
ikke er noen vei tilbake i WKF for NKF.

Det pastatte konkurranseforhold om medlemskap skulle derved vere bortfalt - og dermed
grunnlaget for bade styreavgjgrelsen og tingvedtaket i kampsportforbundet.
Kampsportforbundet kan umiddelbart selv ta aksjon for & la norsk karateidrett igjen komme i
ordnede former ved 4 akseptere at klubbene ogsa kan vare medlem av Norsk Karateforbund.
[Se Vedlegg 5]

Vi har i dag den underlige konstellasjon at kampsportforbundet forbyr sine egne klubber & sta
tilsluttet det internasjonale szrforbund de selv hevder a ville tilhgre. Kampsportforbundet har
henvendt seg til idrettskretsene og forlangt strykning av alle klubber som ikke bekrefter at de
har meldt seg ut av Norsk Karateforbund. Strykning vil medfgre tap av medlemskap i NIF og
for de aller fleste fullstendig dra teppet under bena for klubbdrift. Dette har skapt stor
utrygghet blant klubbene.

En rekke klubber har under de facto tvang maéttet frasi seg medlemskap i Norsk Karateforbund
som samtidig har akseptert samtlige medlemmer av de tvangsutmeldte klubbers medlemmer
som enkeltmedlemmer i Norsk Karateforbund.

Da de utmeldte klubber ikke lenger er medlemmer, frafaller ngdvendige kontingentinntekter
for karateforbundet - som derfor vil opprette en lisensordning for & fortsatt ha midler til drift.



9. Hvorfor et nytt forbund?
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Norsk Karateforbund er norske utgveres eneste mulighet for internasjonal deltagelse i stevner
og mesterskap i WKFs regi, samt kvalifisere seg til European Games og ungdoms-OL Karate
er ogsa «shortlisted» for OL i Los Angeles 2028.

Forbundet har fullt medlemskap som karateidrettens nasjonale representant fra sitt
internasjonale forbund, World Karate Federation.

Forbundet har i Igpet av kort tid, og med fa ressurser, vist seg i stand til & ivareta rollen som
nasjonalt serforbund bade pa nasjonal og internasjonal basis.

Kampsportforbundet er ikke lenger et alternativ for & ivareta karate i Norge, slik karateidretten
er definert av IOC, og har uttgmt sine muligheter for & gjenvinne medlemskapet i WKF.

Mulige uheldige konsekvenser ved a ikke ta inn karateforbundet i NIF:

Det gkonomiske grunnlaget for internasjonal deltagelse vil bli sterkt redusert, og begrense
utviklingen til en ny generasjon topputgvere bade nasjonalt og internasjonalt.

Man vil oppleve en videre utvanning av karateidrettens identitet ved at uoffisielle grener blir
likestilt med karaten som er godkjent av IOC.

Karateidrettens omdgmme kan risikere videre skade ved at konkurranseformer som tillater
fullkontakt med hgy risiko for hodeskader blir presentert som karate.

Det vil fortsatt kunne oppsta forvirring rundt hva som er offisielle norgesmesterskap og
resultater fra offisielle internasjonale mesterskap og stevner som presenterer seg som
europamesterskaper og verdensmesterskaper.
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Styret i karateforbundet hdper at man snarest mulig kan fa norsk karate tilbake pa rett spor.
Dette kan imidlertid ikke skje uten at man innser at grunnstammen i vér idrett utgjgres av
idretten slik den i dag er godkjent av IOC.

Ogsé innen Norsk Karateforbund er medlemmene tilknyttet stilarter, og det er ingenting i
veien for at stilartsaktiviteter kan arrangeres — men disse kan ikke ga i regi av den organiserte
idretten eller promoteres som offisielle norske eller internasjonale mesterskap i karate.

En hjgrnesten i karate som idrett er respekt for motstanderens person og helse. A arrangere
konkurranser som tillater, og til og med belgnner, & gjgre skade pa motstanderen - og dertil
kaller dette for idretten karate, er ikke akseptabelt av hensyn til hverken utgvernes helse eller
var idretts anseelse.

Uavhengig av utfallet av var sgknad vil vi fortsatt arrangere dpne samlinger og uttak til
internasjonal representasjon - og héper at kampsportforbundet inntil tilhgrighet i NIF er
ordnet, vil hjelpe, eller i det minste avsta fra & vanskeligjgre situasjonen for norske utgvere.
Disse skal ha samme muligheter for deltagelse og utvikling som de fleste medlemmer i NIF
har innen sine respektive idretter.

Mye godt arbeid har og blir gjort i kampsportforbundet - men nar kampsportforbundet i dag
har bade president og karateseksjonsleder fra det som er kjent som “fullkontakt-miljget» er en
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forflytning av fokus vekk fra IOC godkjent karate uunngéelig. Navarende president har ogsé
ved flere anledninger omtalt WKF pa nedsettende vis under tidligere forbundsstyremgter (da
som visepresident). Dette svekker kredibiliteten av hans offisielle uttalelser om at man fortsatt
gnsker & st tilsluttet WKF.

Uavhengig av hvorvidt karateforbundet blir tatt opp i NIF i 2023 eller ikke, er det ingenting
annet enn kampsportforbundets forbud om medlemskap i karateforbundet for
kampsportforbundets egne medlemsklubber, som stér i veien for at norske klubber kan bade
vere medlemmer i NIF gjennom kampsportforbundet og samtidig representere Norge
internasjonalt som medlemmer av Norsk Karateforbund innen den olympiske bevegelse.

Styret og initiativtakerne i Norsk Karateforbund har lang fartstid i norsk karate og har veert
tydelig pé at etableringen av nytt forbund var ngdvendig for & ivareta utgvernes interesser.
Uten det nye forbundet ville norske utgvere i dag statt uten tilbud og all satsing internasjonalt
ville vaert nedlagt.

Norsk Karateforbund har pa kort tid vist at vi kan ivareta idretten og utgvernes interesser pa en
god mate. Karateforbundet har stgtte fra flertallet av klubbene som konkurrerer etter WKF
reglementet.

Vi héper at idrettsforbundet ser fordelene og mulighetene ved 4 anerkjenne Norsk
Karateforbund. Karate i Norge har lange og gode tradisjoner og ikke minst gode internasjonale
resultater. Norsk Karateforbund kan na viderefgre disse tradisjonene ved a fokusere pé utgvere
og resultater innenfor rammen av karate som godkjent av IOC.

Med idrettslig hilsen

Kjell Sivertsen
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President Norsk Karateforbund
Mob: 916 62 567
E-post: norske @online.no

Vedlegg:
1. Lov for Norsk Karateforbund
2. Bekreftelse pad Norsk Karateforbunds medlemskap i WKF (referat fra kongress)
3. Avslag pa anke fra WKF sendt Norges Kampsportforbund
4. Innsigelser pa saksbehandling innen Norges Kampsportforbund
5. Brev til WKF fra President Berit Kjgll



Lov for Norsk Karateforbund

l. Innledende bestemmelser
§ 1 Formal

(1) Norsk Karateforbunds (NKF) formal er & fremme karateidretten i Norge, og representere
karateidretten internasjonalt.

(2) Arbeidet skal preges av frivillighet, demokrati, lojalitet og likeverd. All idrettslig aktivitet skal bygge
pa grunnverdier som idrettsglede, fellesskap, helse og eerlighet.

§ 2 Organisasjon

(1) NKF er en sammenslutning av alle klubber som organiserer karate og som er medlemmer av
Norges idrettsforbund og olympiske og paralympiske komité (NIF).

(2) NKF skal std som medlem av:
* Norges idrettsforbund og olympiske og paralympiske komité (NIF)
* World Karate Federation (WKF) og European Karate Federation (EKF)

og skal organisere all virksomehet i henhold til disse organisasjoners vedtekter, regler,
styrebeslutninger og tingvedtak.

(3) For regler om saerforbundets plikt til & overholde NIFs regelverk og vedtak gjelder NIFs lov §§ 2-2
og 2-3.

(4) For regler om endring av seerforbundets navn, gjelder NIFs lov § 6-3.

§ 3 Oppgaver og myndighet

For regler om saerforbundets oppgaver og myndighet, gjelder NIFs lov §§ 6-2, samt NIFs lov §§ 2-2
og 2-3.

§ 4 Medlemskap, kontingent og avgifter

(1) Klubber som organiserer karate og er medlem av NIF, kan sgke om a bli medlem i NKF.
(2) Seknad om medlemskap sendes NKF via idrettskretsen. Utmelding skjer pa samme mate.
(3) NKF kan fastsette kontingent og avgifter.

(4) Skyldig kontingent eller avgifter fastsatt av forbundstinget medfgrer tap av materett, stemmerett og
forslagsrett til og pa forbundstinget.

(5) Forbundsstyret kan frata kiubber medlemskapet i NKF dersom klubben skylder kontingent eller
avgift, ikke overholder NIFs eller NKFs regelverk eller vedtak, eller pa annen mate vesentlig misligholder
sine medlemsforpliktelser.

(6) Alle klubber som er tilsluttet NKF plikter & tegne obligatorisk skadeforsikring for sine medlemmer og
betale den premie som til enhver tid fastsettes etter forhandlinger med forsikringsselskapet.




(7) Alle klubber skal fortlgpende registrere sine medlemmer i NKFs elektroniske medlemsregister.§ 5
Kjennsfordeling

For regler om kjgnnsfordeling i styre, utvalg mv. og ved representasjon til Idrettstinget, gjelder NIFs
lov § 2-4.

§ 6 Regler om stemmerett, valgbarhet og forslagsrett mv.

For regler om stemmerett, valgbarhet og forslagsrett, gjelder § 12 og NIFs lov §§ 2-5, 2-6,
27

§ 7 Inhabilitet

For regler om inhabilitet, gjelder NIFs lov § 2-8.
§8 Vedtaksfarhet, flertallskrav og protokoll

For regler om vedtaksfarhet, flertallskrav og protokoll, gjelder NIFs lov §§ 2-9 og 6-6 (5).

§ 9 Refusjon av utgifter. Godtgjerelse
For regler om refusjon av utgifter og godtgjaerelse, gjelder NIFs lov § 2-10.
§ 10 Regnskap og revisjons mv.

For regler om regnskap og revisjon mv., gjelder NIFs lov §§ 1-7, 2-11, 2-13 og 2-14.

§ 11 Forbundstinget

(1) NKFs hayeste myndighet er forbundstinget som holdes hvert annet ar innen utgangen av juni maned.

(2) Ordineert og ekstraordineert seerforbundsting gjennomferes i samsvar med denne lov og NIFs lov
§§ 2-15, 2-16, 2-17, 2-19, 2-20.

§ 12 Moterett, talerett, forslagsrett og stemmerett

(1) Forslagsrett til tinget:
a) Forbundsstyret
b) Et representasjonsberettiget organisasjonsledd
c) Mgteberettiget komité/utvalg, i saker som ligger innenfor sitt arbeidsomrade

(2) Mgterett, talerett, forslagsrett og stemmerett pa forbundstinget:
a) Forbundsstyret
b) Representanter fra klubber etter faglgende skala:
10 — 100 medlemmer = 1 representant
101 — 200 medlemmer = 2 representanter
over 200 medlemmer = 3 representanter
Representantene ma veere valgt pa ordinzert eller ekstraordinzert a&rsmate, eller oppnevnt av styret.

Representasjon beregnes etter antall betalende medlemmer i klubbene per 31.12 aret for tinget og
meddeles organisasjonen samtidig med innkallingen til tinget.

For representasjonsrett for idrettslag, gjelder NIFs lov § 10-3 (1).

Forbundsstyret fastsetter hvor stor del av representantenes reiseutgifter som skal dekkes av
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NKF. Reiseutgiftsfordeling kan benyttes.

(3) Materett, talerett og forslagsrett pa tinget i saker som ligger innenfor utvalgets/komiteens
arbeidsomrade:
a) Kontrollutvalgets medlemmer
b) Valgkomiteens medlemmer
c) Ledere i gvrige tingvalgte utvalg/komiteer, eventuelt nestleder eller styremedlem dersom
leder er forhindret fra & mate

(4) Mgterett og talerett pa forbundstinget:
a) Revisor, i saker som ligger innenfor sitt arbeidsomrade
b) Forbundets generalsekreteer
c) Representant fra NIF

§ 13 Forbundstingets oppgaver
(1) Tinget skal:

. Godkjenne de fremmpgtte representantene.
. Velge dirigent(er)
. Velge protokollfagrer
. Velge to representanter til & underskrive protokollen
. Godkjenne forretningsorden
Godkjenne innkallingen
. Godkjenne saklisten
. Behandle beretning for NKF, herunder beretninger fra tingvalgte organer
. Behandle
a. NKFs regnskap
b. styrets gkonomiske beretning
c. kontrollutvalgets beretning
d. revisors beretning
10. Behandle saker som fremgar av godkjent sakliste
11. Fastsette kontingent
12. Behandle langtidsplan og langtidsbudsjett
13. Engasjere revisor til & revidere NKFs regnskap.
14. Foreta fglgende valg:

©CONOODWN =

a) Forbundsstyret:
e Leder og en nestleder
e 5 styremedlemmer hvorav en ungdomsrepresentant
e To varamedlemmer

b) Kontrollutvalg med leder, medlem og ett varamedlem

c) Representanter til idrettstinget og meter i de organisasjoner forbundet er tilsluttet eller gi styret

fullmakt til & oppnevne representantene
d) Valgkomité med leder, to medlemmer og ett varamedlem

Ledere og nestledere velges enkeltvis. @vrige medlemmer velges samlet. Deretter velges

varamedlemmene samlet. Der det velges flere nestledere/varamedlemmer skal det velges 1.
nestleder/varamedlem, 2. nestleder/varamedlem, osv.

For regler om stemmegivningen pa sserforbundstinget, gjelder NIFs lov § 2-21.
§ 14 Forbundsstyret
(1) NKF ledes og forpliktes av forbundsstyret, som representerer NKF utad.

(2) Styret er seerforbundets hgyeste myndighet mellom szerforbundstingene, men visse beslutninger
kan kun vedtas av saerforbundstinget iht. § 17 og NIFs lov §§ 2-22, jf. 6-6 (5).




Der et internasjonalt seerforbunds regelverk krever at deres norske medlemmer i styret ogsa sitter i det
nasjonale forbundsstyret, deltar disse pa lik linje med de gvrige valgte styremedlemmer.

(3) Forvaltningen av, og tilsynet med, alle deler av saerforbundets virksomhet hgrer under
styret. Styret skal blant annet sgrge for:
- at seerforbundets formal ivaretas
- forsvarlig organisering av saerforbundets virksomhet og gkonomistyring
- at beslutninger fattes i samsvar med NIFs regelverk og vedtak, seerforbundets
lov og seerforbundstingets vedtak.

(4) Styret skal fare tilsyn med saerforbundets virksomhet og ev. daglig ledelse, og kan
fastsette instruks for generalsekreteeren.

(5) Styret kan oppnevne komiteer/utvalg til ivaretakelse av Igpende eller enkeltstdende
oppgaver, og utarbeide mandat/instruks for disse.

(6) Styret skal oppnevne representanter til Idrettstinget dersom saerforbundstinget ikke har valgt
representanter.

(7) Styret skal avholde mgter nar lederen bestemmer det eller minst [fyll inn antall - minst to]
styremedlemmer forlanger det.

§ 15 Kontrollutvalg, valgkomité og @vrige tingvalgte organer

(1) For regler om kontrollutvalget, gjelder NIFs lov § 2-12.

(2) For regler om valgkomiteen, gjelder NIFs lov § 2-18.

(3) Internasjonale komiteer:
Der et saerforbund har norske medlemmer i internasjonale komiteer far disse delta i tilsvarende
norske komiteer i forbundet i saker som gjelder egen idrett, forutsatt at det stilles krav om dette i det
internasjonale forbundets regelverk.

(4) Ungdomskomité:

a. Ungdom 15-25 ar skal ha sitt eget «ungdomsting» som avholdes i forkant av
forbundstinget annethvert ar. Ungdomstinget velger sin ungdomskomité med forslag til
innstilling fra ungdomstingets valgkomité.

b. Ethvert medlem av forbundet mellom 15 og 25 ar har stemmerett pa ungdomstinget. Matet
falger de samme demokratiske normer som forbundstinget i.f.t. innkalling, vedtaksfgrhet,
o.a. sa langt disse passer.

c. Ungdomskomiteen skal besta av leder, nestleder, minst 1 styremedlem og 1 varamedlem.

§ 16 Alminnelige disiplinaerforfeyninger, sanksjoner og straff

For alminnelige disiplinaerforfayninger, sanksjoner og straff, gjelder NIFs regelverk (NIFs lov kap. 11,
NIFs lov kap. 12 og Antidopingregelverk)

§ 17 Avtaler og samarbeid mellom forbundet og naeringslivet

For regler om avtaler og samarbeid mellom szerforbundet og naeringslivet, gjelder NIFs lov kapittel 13

§ 18 Idrettens markeds-, medie- og arrangementsrettigheter

For regler om markeds-, medie- og arrangementsrettigheter, gjelder NIFs lov kapittel 14

§ 19 Lovendring



For regler om lovendring, gjelder NIFs lov § 2-2.

§ 20 Opplgsning, utmelding mv.

For regler om opplasning, utmelding mv., gjelder NIFs lov § 6-6.

dedkedeok
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WKF CONGRESS

MINUTES OF MEETING
Konya (Turkey), Tuesday 25" October at 13.00h
in Dedeman Konya Hotel & Convention Center, Room Balo A-B

Congress administration formalities

Delegates registration opened from 1400h

Roll Call

The WKF General Secretary, Mr. Toshihisa Nagura, conducted the initial roll call
at 1500h. The number of NFs present were at the time 89 of which 65 had voting
rights. In addition, the 7 members of the Executive Bureau have voting rights,
bringing the total number of possible votes to 72.

The Congress will be informed of any changes before voting or elections.

Honoring the Departed

The WKF President, Mr. Antonio Espinos, informed the congress of the three
prominent karate personalities that had departed since last Congress, Con
Kassis, Sergio Menéndez and lwaki Hashimoto. The WKF Congress send our
warmest condolences to the families of the departed expressing our appreciation
for their contribution to karate.

An overhead presentation was presented to the congress in memory of each of
the departed followed by a minute of silence in their memory as requested by the
WKEF President, Mr. Antonio Espinos.

The widow of Mr. Con Kassis, Mrs. Rosanna Kassis, then addressed the
Congress expressing her husband’s enthusiasm for karate and appreciation he
had had for the friendships formed through WKF.

Agenda approval

The agenda of the congress was approved without objections.

wkf@wkf.net



International Federation
recognised by the

O

5.1

52

6.1

7.1

7.2

7.3

8.1

Member of:
Global Association of International Sport Federations (GAISF)
International World Games Association (IWGA)

Opening of the Congress. Address by the WKF President and the Turkish
Karate Federation President

The WKF President, Mr. Antonio Espinos, formally opened the Congress,
welcoming the delegates and expressing his appreciation for the Turkish Karate
Federation for their professional organization of the championships.

The word was then given to the President of the Turkish Karate Federation, Dr.
Aslan Abid Uguz, who gave his welcoming address to the Congress.

Adoption of the minutes of the Dubai 2021 Ordinary Congress

The minutes from the 2021 Ordinary WKF Congress in Dubai had previously
been distributed and no comments received. The minutes were unanimously
approved.

President’s report

The WKF President, Mr. Antonio Espinos, gave his report making reflections on
his presidency expressing satisfaction in how far we have come growing to a
large and strong international federation with 200 countries and now with an
ambitious strategy plan for moving forward.

He hoped that perhaps the most important legacy of his presidency would be the
establishment of a strong and professional central administration that can support
our activity and giving time necessary to the new President to decide on the WKF
way forward.

His experience with WKF had been life changing — but constant travel also
making it hard to endure. Having answered many encouragements to again stand
for election another time, he hoped that in the period ahead he would be able to
devote more time in the HQ working on the implementation of our strategic plan.

General Secretary’s report. Membership issues.

The WKF General Secretary, Mr. Toshihisa Nagura, presented the EC's proposal
for the permanent disaffiliation of the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation (Norges
Kampsportforbund) and the permanent affiliation of the Norwegian Karate
Federation (Norsk Karateforbund), Solomon Islands, Barbados, and DPR Korea
National Federations.

wkf@wkf.net
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The Norwegian Martial Arts Federation took the floor urging the Congress to
overrule the EC’s decision of permanent disaffiliation.

Vote on permanent disaffiliation

The vote for the permanent disaffiliation of Norges Kampsortforbund (Norwegian
Martial Arts Federation) was passed by the majority of the Congress, with 60
votes in favor, 1 vote against and 4 abstentions.

Vote on permanent affiliation

The following National federation were unanimously voted status of permanent
affiliation:

1. Norwegian Karate Federation (Norsk Karateforbund)

2. Solomon Islands

3. Barbados

4. DPR Korea

Vote on the changes to WKF Statutes approved by EC.

WKF CEO Sara Wolff explained to the Congress in detail all amendments
proposed to the current WKF Statutes, based on the documents already provided
to all National Federation members in advance.

The Changes proposed by the EC to the WKF Statutes were unanimously
adapted.
[See separate document].

Elections

For purpose of administrating the election process and count of votes the
following Electoral Council was proposed by the EC and accepted by the
Congress:

Mr. A. Vasileiou — Chairman

Mr. B. Sharma - Secretary

Mr. S. Pillay — Member

With the support of Mr. M. Martin, WKF Legal Counsel, and Mrs. S. Wolff, WKF
CEO.

wkf@wkf.net
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The Electoral Council took control of the electoral process as from that moment,
for the purposes of verifying and conducting the issuance of votes, the count of
the votes issued and the announcement of those elected.

It was decided to simultaneously conduct the elections for both WKF President
and Members of the WKF EC.

The updated roll-call was initially given with 95 National Federations (NFs) with
voting rights present, but was subsequently reduced to 93 NFs with voting rights
present, since Norway, although being present, did not have voting rights at this
Congress because they did not fulfill the requirement of sports participation in the
year 2021; and Jamaica, because it was erroneously listed as attendant despite
not being present at the Congress.

Based on the above, the total number of valid voting rights was of 100, being 93
NFs with voting rights and additionally 7 EB members.

Following the issuance of votes by those attending, and finished the counting
process of votes issued, the Electoral Council Chair Mr. Vasilieou announced to
the Congress that WKF President, Mr. Antonio Espinos was re-elected as WKF
President for a period of six years (2022-2028).

Also, the following candidates were elected to the WKF Executive Committee:

For AKF: Mr. Al Gannas, Ibrahim (KSA)

Mr. Al Razoogqi, Nasser (UAE)

Mr. Nagura, Toshihisa (JPN)

Mr. Tun Seri Setia, Mohammad Ali Rustam (MAS)
For EKF: Mr. Benetello, Davide (ITA)

Mr. Cipek, Davor (CRO)

Mr. Dinsdale, Michael (GBR)

Mr. Moreno, Antonio (ESP)

Mr. Nordahl, Gunnar (NOR)

Mr. Weigert, Wolfgang (GER)
For PKF: Mr. Garcia Maanén, José (ARG)

Mr. Mendez, Jose Antonio (PUR)

Mr. Vokey, Craig (CAN)
For UFAK:  Mr. Cherif, Bechir (TUN)

Mr. Gaye, Souleymane (SEN)

Mr. Mesbahi, Mohamad Tahar (ALG)
For OKF: Mrs. Lenoa, Makarita (FIJ)

wkf@wkf.net
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Report on Konya World Championships

The Chair of the Organizing Commission, Mr. Esteban Perez, gave his report for
what is clearly going to be the largest Cadet, Junior and U21 Championships to
date.

The preparation and registration have functioned satisfactorily.

WKEF Strategic Planning for 2023-2025, updates and implementation

The WKF Senior Advisor, Mr. Francisco Alegrete, presented the updated
strategic plan now including details of qualification for the new World
Championships format.

Mr. Alegrete gave a presentation of the Guardian Girls Global WKF Karate
Program. Following the agreement signed with Koyamada International
Foundation (KIF) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) the WKF
launches a worldwide social program that aims to promote gender equality and
woman empowerment to defend themselves from all forms of gender-based
violence. The program was launched by the WKF team in Los Angeles beginning
of the month.

Ratification of EC proposal for 2024 World team Championships in
Pamplona, Spain

The Congress was given an update of the plans for the championship by Mr.
Esteban Perez. The award of the championships to Pamplona as proposed by
the EC was unanimously approved.

Karate's bid for participation in the LA 28 Olympic Games

The WKF General Secretary, Mr. Nagura, gave his presentation outlining the
steps taken so far:

- January 22:  Kick off Meeting, WKF/USANKF
- February 22: Sent Letter of interest to LA28
- April 22: LA28 announced Sport Programme for Selection
- Jun 22: Karate's shortlisted by LA28
Started work on request for information

The WKF LA28 Bid Leader, Elisa Au, presented the key points and strengths of
Karate's bid to the LA28 Olympic Games, together with the “Karate for Life"

wkf@wkf.net
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tagline.

Report of the Sports Commission Chair

The Chairman of the Sports commission and Referee Commission, Mr. Javier
Escalante, gave his report.

The referee course in Konya had the following attendance and pass-rates:

KATA: 79 candidates Passed: 38 (48%)  Failed: 41 (52 %)
KUMITE: 162 candidates Passed: 101 (62%) Failed: 61 (38%)

A high level of summary of rule changes proposed for 2023 followed. The vote
for adaptation of the new competition rules for 2023 is scheduled for the EC to
be held on the 27th of this month.

Report on Para-Karate and Refugee athletes

A presentation on the application of Para-Karate for the Paralympic Games 2028
in Los Angeles was presented by Wolfgang Weigert, Vice-President, and
Commissioner of Para Karate and Du$ana Cierna Augustovi¢ova, Chairwoman
of the Para-Karate Commission.

Because Para-Karate was not admitted to the IPC until June 2013, it could not
be part of the Paralympic Games in Tokyo 2020, as the decision was made in
January 2013.

Regarding the Paralympic Games in Paris, Para Karate was within the last six of
12 applying sports. But only one sport - which also had to be Olympic sport at the
same time - was admitted.

Paralympic Program 2028 to be fundamentally reformed. Olympic sport no longer
a prerequisite

23 instead of 22 sports

host can propose 3-5 sports in addition

more mentally impaired sports and disciplines will come

every sport will be equally evaluated, whether it is in the Paralympic
program or not.

o O 0O O

Application for LA 2028 only with intellectual impaired in 4 disciplines with 2
women and 2 men each with 40 participants in total.

wkf@wkf.net
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Presentation of the 2023 WKF Youth Camp & Youth League in Poreg,
Croatia

The Croatian Federation made a presentation of the 2023 Youth Camp and Youth
League events. The program will be as follows:

REGISTRATIONS CAMP: 24th-25th June

CAMP: 26th - 28th June

REGISTRATIONS U12 & U21 CUP: 24th-25th / 28th June

WKF KIDS U12 & U21 CUP: 29thJune

REGISTRATIONS YOUTH LEAGUE: 24th-25th / 28th-29th June
WKF YOUTH LEAGUE: 30th June — 2nd July

Presentation of the 2023 World Senior Championships in Budapest,
Hungary

The Hungarian Federation presented a power point presentation of the
competition venue, and allocated hotels.

Presentation of the 2024 World Cadet, Junior and U21 Championships in
Venice

EC Member and Vice President of FILIKAM, Mr. Davide Benetello, showed a
PowerPoint presentation of the facilities for the Jesolo Venice 204 World karate
Championships for Cadet, Junior and U21 to be hosted by FIJLKAM (ltalian Judo
Wrestling Karate Martial Arts Federation).

AOCB

The WKF President Mr. Espinds gave information regarding discussions going
on regarding the reintroduction of athletes from Russia and Belarus. The WKF
follows the signals from IOC and hope that some solution can be in sight within
reasonable time.

The WKF CEO, Ms. Sara Wolff, gave an overview of the status of the 2023 sports

calendar. Not all is resolved but the calendar will be updates as the missing dates
fall into place.

wkf@wkf.net
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23.

DATE ACTIVITY LOCATION
13-15 January Series A Athens (Greece)
27-29 January Premier Leaque Cairo (Egypt)

3-5 February EKF Cadet, Junior & U21 Championships Larnaca (Cyprus)
24-26 February Youth League Fujairah (UAE)
10-12 March Series A City TBD (Turkey)
24-26 March EKF Senior Championships Guadalajara (Spain)
14-16 April Series A Richmond-Vancouver (Canada)
28-30 April Youth League La Coruna (Spain)
5-7 May Mediterranean Championships Tunis (Tunisia)
12-14 May Premier League Rabat (Morocco)
26-28 May PKF Senior Championships San José (Costa Rica)
9-11 June Premier Leaque Fukuoka (Japan)
26-29 June WKF Youth Camp Porec (Croatia)
30 June - 2 July Youth Leaque Porec (Croatia)
30 June - 1 July European Games (Karate competition) Krakow (Poland)
TBD AKF Senior Championships TBC
6-7 August ANOC World Beach Games (Karate competition) Bali (Indonesia)
4-19 August African Games/UFAK Championships (Karate dates TBC) Accra (Ghana)
25-27 Auqust PKF Cadet, Junior and U21 Championships Santiago (Chile)
6-8 September Mediterranean Beach Games Heraklion (Greece)
8-10 September Premier League Dublin (Ireland)
22-24 September Youth League City TBC (Mexico)
29 Sept - 1 Oct Series A Lamaca (Cyprus)
23 Sept - 8 Oct Asian Games (Karate dates TBC) Hangzhou (China)
21-30 October World Combat Games (Karate dates TEC) Riyadh (Saudi Arabia)
24-29 October World Senior Championships Budapest (Hungary)
3-5 November Pan American Games (Karate competition) Santiago (Chile)
24-26 November Series A Matosinhos (Portugal)
19 Nov. - 2 Dec. Pacific Games (Karate dates TBC) Honiara (Solomon Islands)
8-10 December Youth League Venice (I_taly)
25 October 2022

Next Congress

23.1 Next Congress will take place the day before the forthcoming World

Championships in Budapest in 2023.

Intamational Fedeemtion
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DECISION

Pronounced by the

DLC TRIBUNAL of the WORLD KARATE FEDERATION

sitting in the following composition

Mr Vincent Chen, Single Judge

In the matter relating to the appeal filed by

The Norwegian Martial Arts Federation (NKF), from Norway,
Represented by Mr Tore Bigseth, NKF President

The Appellant

Challenging the decision issued on 19 January 2022 by the Executive Committee (EC) of
the World Karate Federation (WKF).
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INTRODUCTION

This is the decision of the World Karate Federation (“WKF”) Disciplinary and Legal
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "DLC") Tribunal (“DLCT”) on the appeal
filed on 9 February 2022 by NKF challenging the decision issued on 19 January 2022
by the WKF Executive Committee.

FACTS

The Norwegian Martial Arts Federation

The Norwegian Martial Arts Federation (“NKF”) is a Norwegian association, the
purpose of which is to promote martial arts in Norway and to represent several

sports internationally (para. 1 of the NKF Statutes).

NKF is an association of all clubs that organise the federation’s martial arts and are
members of the Norwegian Olympic Committee and Confederation of sport
(“NOC”). NKF is a member of the NOC, of the World Taekwondo and of World
Taekwondo Europe, of the WKF and of the European Karate Federation (“EKF”), of
the International Wushu Federation and of the European Wushu Federation, of the
Ju Jitsu and Ju jitsu European Union and of the International Kendo Federation and
the European Kendo Federation. NKF shall comply with the respective regulations

and decisions of all those sports federations (para. 2 of NKF Statutes).

NKF organises the following into sections (para. 2 (4) of the NKF Statues):

(4) NKF is a federation for several sports but only one legal entity, including one
organization affiliated with NOC. NKF organizes the following sports into sections
(departments):

e Section for Karate (including kenpo, taido and nanbudo)

e Section for taekwondo (including hapkido, sipalki and Kuksoolwon)

e Section for jujutsu (including ninjutsu, Brazilian jiu-jitsu and krav maga)

e Section for multi-sports (aikido, capoeira, kendo, kunatao and wushu)

e Section for ITF taekwon-do

The disaffiliation decision

On 19 January 2022, the WKF Executive Committee (“EC”) decided to provisionally

disaffiliate NKF as of 15 January 2022, with immediate effect (hereinafter referred

to as the “Appealed Decision”). The Appealed Decision points out that the

provisional disaffiliation of NKF will be submitted for ratification by the WKF
2/24



Congress at its next meeting. In the meantime, NKF will no longer be entitled to the
right reserved only to WKF members, including but not limited to, the participation
in the WKF event, the use of the WKF logo and name and, the representation of the

WKEF in Norway.
The facts on which the Appealed Decision are based are the following:

On 26 October 2021, the WKF CEO wrote to NKF requesting for an updated version
of the NKF Statutes. On the same day, NKF forwarded its Statutes to WKF.

On 4 November 2021, the WKF CEO asked NKF for a copy of the International
Regulations for the Karate section of NKF. On the following day, NKF answered that
there were no internal regulations for the Karate section. It only provided a link,
purportedly showing the structure of the Karate section, i.e.

https://kampsport.no/organisasjion/styrene/karate/tillitsvalgte/. The NKF web page to

which this link points is in Norwegian. No translation was provided to WKF.

On 9 November 2021, the WKF Executive Vice-President wrote to the NKF President

the following:

Dear Sir,

It has come to our attention that the current Chairman of your Referee Commission, Mr. Saleh
Zorlot, has personally addressed WKF TC Technical Commission Member, Mr. Kjell Gunnar
Jacobsen, announcing to him that he, Mr. Jacobsen, has been sanctioned by not being
permitted to referee in WKF or hold any appointed positions in WKF for a period of 18 months.
As WKF to date have not received any letter of non-support of Mr. Jacobsen by the Morwegian
Martial Arts Federation, we have reason to believe that Mr. Zomlot's actions does not reflect
the current facts.

We request that you by immediate return email confirm or deny that said information given by
Mr. Zomlot to Mr. Jacobsen is correct and has been given with or without the consent of you
as President or by your federations Executive Committee, and if any such sanction has been
imposed on Mr. Jacobsen as per today, November Sth 2021.

For purposes of any further action by WKF, we request that you reply is provided in the English
Language.

3/24



10. On the following day, the NKF President answered the following:

Dear sir.

We hereby confirm that no sanction has been imposed on Mr. Kjell Gunnar Jacobsen by our
federation per date. Furthermore, Mr. Saleh Zomlot, or our Karate Referee
Commission,are not authorized to impose or announce any sanction on behalf of our
federation. We regret any confusion caused by Mr. Zomlot's actions.

Sincerely,

11. On 19 November 2021, the WKF President wrote the following to the NKF President:

Norwegian Martial Arts Federation
FAO Mr Tore Bigseth, President
Dear Sir,

We regret to inform you that our observations have led us to doubt the Norwegian Karate
Federations will or ability to meet its abligations as a member of WKF.

Referring to email exchange hetween yourself and WKF Vice President, Mr. Gunnar Nordahl,
regarding the unauthorized interference by your national referee chairman’s interference in the
affairs of the WKF hy deliberately trying to stop the attendance WKF Technical Commission
Member, Mr. Kjell Jacobsen at the World Championships in Dubai. As you have already confirmed
this as a fact, we will expect you to take appropriate action to safeguard the interests of the sport of
karate against subversive actions from your member.

More serious is that examination of your webpages reveals that your federation appears to on an
equal basis support activities of select style organizations to the extent that you have invented the
concept of “WKF Karate” as a distinct activity or style as opposed to activities tied to dissenter
organizations which activities are contrary to the sport of karate.

The current circumstances are clearly grounds for disaffiliating the Norwegian Martial Arts
Federation from WKF. If you still see the affiliation to WKF in your interest, we ask you to convey
what remedial action you propose to convince us that keeping the Norwegian Karate Federation as
a member of WKF is in the interest of the sport of karate.

Sincerely,

12. On 21 December 2021, the WKF President wrote the following to the NKF President:

Dear Sir,

We have yet to receive any response to the issues addressed in our email dated 26 of October. We were informed
that your federation were to have an Executive Committee meeting early December and that you would respond after
the meeting - but we have not heard anything so far.

We will expect your answer no later than 10 January, 2022, - after which time we will assume that you do not intend
to take remedial action.

Sincerely,
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13.

14.

15.

On 23 December 2021, the NKF President answered the following to the WKF

President:

We apologize for the late reply to your e-mail of 19 November this year.

The Executive Committee of the Norwegian Martial Arts Association (NKF) has discussed the
content in our board meeting on 3 of December as previously stated. An unanimous board has
decided that NKF wants to keep its membership in WKF. We will take care of the obligations
that follow from this. Since NKF is a multi-sports association, we will immediately obtain
assistance from the Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic Committee and Confederation of
Sports (NOC) to ensure both karate sports and the organizational conditions in their entirety.
We believe this will ensure compliance with WKF. We make ourselves available if anything is
unclear or further information is required.

On 10 January 2022, the NKF President wrote the following to the WKF President:

Refers to your inquiry of 19 November last year and 21 December, as well as our response to these on
23 December. We confess that the progress of our work takes longer time than what is desirable for
WAKF. This must not be misunderstood by the fact that we do not take the inquiry very seriously. Our
unanimous executive board decision from the previous board meeting emphasizes this: “An unanimous
board has decided that the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation, karate, wants to keep its membership in
WKF. We will fulfill the obligations that follow from this.”

We would like to inform you that we have started the process and have held meetings both with
Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic Committee and Confederation of Sports (NOC) and internally in the
federation. We expect to complete the processes by February / March. We will keep WKF continuously
informed about the progression issue.

On 12 January 2022, the WKF President addressed the members of the WKF EC as

follows:

Dear EC Members,

Early last year our EC Member Gunnar Nordahl informed me that he withdrew from the EC of the Norwegian Martial
Arts Federation as he no longer felt that this NF operated in conformance with its obligations as a WKF member.

Under its last congress groups from JKA and Kysokushin managed to obtain majority in the karate section of the
Norwegian Martial Arts Federation and this regime has systematically worked to undermine members loyal to the
WKEF. The current organizational model with three sections for karate, JKA Shotokan, Full Contact (Kyokushin) and a
“WKF Karate” section, is totally unacceptable. The NF now has three different national championships for karate
where the most prestigious Kings Cup (awarded by HM King Harald the 5%) has been allocated to championships
conducted under rules from dissenter karate organizations. JKA and Kyokushin events are promoted on the NFs official
webpages on equal basis of official karate events.

Enclosed you will find copy of the correspondence between WKF and the Norwegian federation. As you can see, even
the reply sent on the eve of the answering deadline does not provide any comittment, no planned action, and just a
vague indication of when something more can be expected. This answer still tells us nothing.

| therefare request your support for the provisional disaffiliation of the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation (Norges
Kampsportforbund), and your support in advising the next WKF Congress to ratify the EC’'s recommendation of
permanent disaffiliation.

Please respond to this proposal by January 15,

Best regards,

5/24



16. On 19 January 2022, the WKF President sent the Appealed Decision to the NKF

President.

17. The Appealed Decision reads as follows:

Dear Mr. Bigseth,

This letter is to inform you that, further to communications led with your federation
concerning the non-compliance of the Statutes of your National Federation (NF), the
WKF Executive Committee has decided to provisionally disaffiliate the Norwegian
Martial Arts Federation, of which you are the President as of 15th January 2022 with
immediate effect, in accordance with WKF Statutes, namely:

Article 5.6 WKF Statutes

The right of provisional affiliation or disaffiliation or of the suspension of National
Federations or Associations rests with the Executive Committee of the WKF, while
the Congress shall decide on the permanent affiliation or disaffiliation of a National
Federation or of an Association.

Article 5.14 WKF Statutes

The WKF Executive Committee may take any appropriate decisions for the
protection of the sport of Karate and of the image and reputation of WKF in the
country of an NF, including the provisional suspension of or provisional disaffiliation
of such NF in case of termination by the latter of its affiliation or if the constitution,
law or other regulations in force in the country concerned, or any act by any
governmental or other body causes the activity of the NF or the making or
expression of its will to be hampered.

Article 5.15

National Federations are prohibited from being affiliated with any karate
organisation not recognised by WKF. They also prohibited from having any sporting
relationships with such non-recognised organisations or with any suspended WKF
National Federation. Non-compliance with this prohibition would give rise to
disciplinary sanctions. lllegal double affiliation would constitute just grounds for
disaffiliation from WKF.

Article 5.16

Ultimately, the Executive Committee and the Congress may, respectively, at their
entire discretion, reconsider the affiliation and disaffiliate, provisionally or
permanently, a National Federation, in particular in case of changes in the National
Federation’s Statutes without WKF’s approval, in case of violation of these Statutes
or of the law, or for any other cause affecting the democracy of the sporting
processes or the image and reputation of WKF or of the sport of Karate.

Article 5.17

An appeal can be presented before the Disciplinary and Legal Commission within
21 (twenty-one) days following the notification of the provisional affiliation or
disaffiliation decision by the Executive Committee and/or the final affiliation or
disaffiliation decision by the Congress.

Article 6.3
The affiliated National Federations are forbidden to cooperate with and/or
participate in events which do not comply with the WKF sporting and competition
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regulations, in particular anti-doping and safety rules and standards, as well as with
the WADA Code and standards.

Article 9.1 WKF Statutes

National Federations and individual persons affiliated to the WKF shall undertake
to comply with the WKF Statutes, Norms, Rules, Regulations and standards, as
well as with all provisions issued by the Executive Committee.

The grounds for provisional disaffiliation are as follows:

Violation of WKF Statutes:

1)

?)

3

4)

Splitting the organization of the sport of karate into three groups of
which two are dedicated to other competition rules than those of the
WKEF.

Ref. Art 1.1 of the WKF Statutes stating that WKF covers all forms and styles
of karate) as detailed in its Statutes Art. 1.1).

Violation of WKF Statutes Art. 5.15 which reads:

National Federations are prohibited from being affiliated with any karate
organisation not recognised by WKF. They also prohibited from having any
sporting relationships with such non-recognised organisations or with any
suspended WKF National Federation. Non-compliance with this prohibition
would give rise to disciplinary sanctions. lllegal double affiliation would
constitute just grounds for disaffiliation from WKF.

According to your webpages you have given recognition to style organizations
by entering into bilateral agreements between them and your federation.

Failure to abide by WKF sporting and competition regulations for Karate
competitions and failure to meet WKF safety standards.

Ref. Article 6.3 of the WKF Statutes: The affiliated National Federations are
forbidden to cooperate with and/or participate in events which do not comply
with the WKF sporting and competition regulations, in particular anti-doping
and safety rules and standards, as well as with the WADA Code and standards.

Ref. your webpage, translated through Google (underline by WKF:

Legal knockout

NKF has approval from the Ministry of Culture to organize combat activity that
allows knockout. In the official competition context, this applies to tackwondo
(WT), karate and wushu. It is only within NKF’s competitions that it is possible
to achieve the King’s Cup and qualify for official, international championships.

Your statutes do not conform to the WKF statutes. Receipt of the
revision adopted 27 May 2018 was never acknowledged by WKF.

Ref. WKF Statutes, Art 5.8: The affiliation will be decided after the examination
of the Statutes of the National Federation and their compatibility with those of
the WKF. The approval of an applicant National Federation’s Statutes by the
WKF Executive Committee is required for affiliation. The same applies to any
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subsequent change or amendment to the Statutes of a National Federation
that will also have to be approved by the WKF Executive Committee.

5) Blatantly ignoring our inquiry for disciplinary action, or non-action,
towards your referee chairman’s subversive action attempting to prevent
attendance of a WKF Technical Commission Member in the Dubai World
Championships.

6) General lack of ability to represent WKF and the sport of Karate in
Norway

Your organization’s inability to assume the role of custodian for the sport of
karate, inability to define corrective actions when identified as necessary, set
or respect deadlines, ability to self-govern the sport, absence in international
participation (i.e. congresses, online meetings for national federation efc.)
unfortunately reinforces our impression of the lack of ability of your federation
to represent the sport of karate in your country.

Please note that the provisional disaffiliation of the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation will
be submitted for ratification of the WKF Congress at its next meeting. On that occasion, the
Norwegian Martial Arts Federation will be granted the opportunity to express its view with
regard to its disaffiliation of WKF, if it so wishes. Please also note that the Congress will
have the entire discretion to disaffiliate the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation, irrespective
of the above-mentioned grounds (article 5.16 of the WKF Statutes).

Please also be informed that your federation will, as of today, no longer be entitled to the
rights reserved only to WKF members, including but not limited to participate in WKF
events, use the WKF logo and name and represent the WKF in Norway.

18. On 2 February 2022, the NKF President wrote to the WKF President:
Refers to letter of 19. January 2022 in which WKF's Executive Committee provisionally disaffiliate the Norwegian Martial
Arts Federation, karate, from membership in WKF with immediate effect.
In an email to President Antonio Espinds of 20. January 2022 and in telephone inquiries this week, we have tried to
establish a dialogue to discuss possible solutions. We still seek to establish such a dialogue and hope for a response to this

mail.

In the event that WKF cannot / will not meet our wish for dialogue, we will have to appeal the decision, as this - in our
opinion - is largely based on misunderstandings and misinterpretations of our regulations and actions.

NKF’s Appeal against the Appealed Decision

19. On 9 February 2022, NKF filed a “formal complaint of provisional disaffiliation”,

based on Article 5.17 of the WKF’s Statutes.

20. In substance, NKF argues the following:
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Generally:

e NKF is disappointed and surprised by the Appealed Decision which it
considers to be largely based on incorrect facts, misinterpretations and

misunderstandings and should consequently be declared invalid.

e Purportedly, WKF only specified its accusations against NKF only in the
Appealed Decision, depriving NKF from any opportunity to answer those

accusations or taking any action to avoid the provisional disaffiliation.

e Since WKF’s first inquiry of 19 November 2021, NKF has worked on the issues
raised by WKF within its Executive Board and the karate section board as

well as with the NOC.

e NKF has been a member of WKF since 1974 and has always fulfilled its
international obligations; it does not see what regulations of the WKF

Statutes have not been complied with.

e The NOC encourages multi-sports associations in Norway and has mandated
NKF to organise martial arts and combat sports; NKF organised more than
20 different martial arts and combat sports, including karate, taekwondo,
jujitsu, kendo and wushu. It has about 40,000 members and approximately

5,000 active members in WKF competition forms.

e NKF is obliged to take care of all members regardless of competition form

and of the international affiliation.
Ad point 1 of the Appealed Decision:

e NKF acknowledges that WKF’s section is equated with other sections, but
not with other karate disciplines, WKF being the only officially recognised

activity.

e WKF is the only activity defined as “elite sport” by NKF, granting the latter

elite sport funds from the NOC.
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Ad point 2 of the Appealed Decision

e NKF supports that it has no affiliation with any other karate federation than
WKF. It contends that it was not aware that the agreements with style

organisations were contrary to WKF’s statutes.
At point 3 of the Appealed Decision

e NKF considers that knockout is a legal practice in Norway, according with
the laws of that country. It maintains that if WKF believes that it should not
organise sports where knockouts are practiced, this should have been

clarified to them.
Ad point 4 of the Appealed Decision

e NKF regrets not having submitted the revision of its statutes, dating 27 May
2018, for the approval of the WKF.

Ad point 5 of the Appealed Decision

e NKF denies any responsibility in the communication of the Chairman of the

NKF referee committee regarding Mr Jacobsen.
Ad point 6 of the Appealed Decision

e NKF contends that they have duly taken care of karate in Norway. It
however, acknowledges that NKF has not attended enough WKF Congresses
and apologises for that. It points out that it attended the WKF Congress in
2019 and 2021, the EKF Congress in 2020 and the Nodic-Nils Peter Just and
Geir Hjerpaasen in 2021. It further notes that NKF has participated in
international competitions and has Norwegian world champions and
European champions, NKF having participated in all European
Championships and World Cups since it came became a member of WKF. It
further mentions the participation of NKF in eight competitions in 2020 and

seven competitions in 2021.

e Finally, it requests that the Appealed Decision be annulled or reversed, so

that NKF's membership in WKF can be continued.
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21.

22,

23,

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

DLCT PROCEEDINGS

On 15 February 2022, the Chairman of the WKF Disciplinary and Legal Committee
(“DLC”) appointed Mr Vincent Chen as Single Judge of the WKF Disciplinary and
Legal Tribunal (“DLCT”) to resolve this appeal.

On 21 February 2022, the Single Judge wrote to the NKF informing them of his
appointment and granted them a 10-day deadline to file an possible additional

argument and evidence in support of the appeal.

On 22 February 2022, the NKF President answered: “

Thank you for your information. We hope you will find our appeal to be of sufficient content to make your decision. if

you have any questions we are at your disposal. We hope your dessicion will be in our favor.

On 9 March 2022, upon request of the Single Judge, the WKF President provided,
on behalf of the EC, a copy of the file of the case, based on which the Appeal

Decision was rendered.

The Single Judge considers to be sufficiently informed to issue the present decision
on the bases of the written submission and of the documentary evidence.

IN LAW
A. APPLICABLE LAW

The Tribunal shall apply the Statues of the WKF in their version as of 15 November
2021 (“WKF Statutes”).

With regard to the proceedings before the DLC and the DLCT, the WKF Disciplinary
and Ethics Code in their version as of 15 March 2016 (WDEC) is also applicable.

Pursuant to article 22.7 WDEC, the applicable legislation will be the one of the
country where the WKF domicile is registered. WKF is currently domiciled in Madrid,
Spain. Therefore, Spanish law may apply subsidiarily, if needed.

B. JURISDICTION OF THE DLCT AND ADMISSIBILITY OF THE APPEAL

The EC Decision is based on article 5.6, 5.14, 5.15, 5.16, 5.17, 6.3 and 9.1 of the WKF

Statutes.
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30.

31

32.

33.

34,

35,

36.

37.

38.

Article 5.17 WKF Statutes provides for an appeal with the DLC within 21 days

following the notification of the provisional disaffiliation decided by the EC.
Therefore, the DLC has jurisdiction to rule on the present appeal.

Under article 19.1 WDEC, the WKF DLC is competent in juridical and disciplinary
matters related to WKF and its members. Under article 19.2 WDEC, the DLC is
competent to resolve all conflicts between WKF and National Federations. Article
19.3 specifies that in juridical matters, as opposed to the disciplinary matters, there

will be a DLC Tribunal in accordance with article 21.2 of the WKF Statutes.

The present matter is not of a disciplinary nature, but exclusively of a legal nature.
Therefore, the DLCT has jurisdiction to rule upon NKF’s appeal against the Appealed

Decision.

Regarding the admissibility of the appeal, NKF filed it on 9 February 2022, namely
within the 21-deadline provided by article 5.17 WKF Statutes. It is thus admissible.

C. CONSTITUTION OF THE WKF DLC TRIBUNAL

Pursuant to article 5.17 of the WKF Statutes, this appeal must be settled by the
DLCT.

In Legal Matters, article 20.2 WDEC provides that:

For each case, the DLC Chairman will appoint a panel of either one or three judges that
will form the DLC Tribunal (DLCT). If a single judge is appointed, he or she must be a
member of the WKF. In the case of a three-judge panel, at least one of the judges must
be a member of the WKF. The Chairman of the DLC will appoint from among the three
judges a President of the DLCT who will preside over the case concerned.

As said above, on 15 February 2022, the DLC Chairman appointed Mr Vincent Chen
as Single Judge of the DLCT. The Single Judge informed the NKF of his appointment

and NKF did not raise any issue in that regard.

Mr Vincent Chen has thus been validly appointed as Single Judge to decide upon

NKF’s appeal.
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39.

40.

41.

42,

43,

44,

45,

D. THE PROCEEDINGS

The proceedings before the DLC Chairman and before the Single Judge have been

described above.

The Appellant file its appeal with detailed grounds on 9 February 2022. The Single
Judge granted NKF an additional 10-day deadline to file any possible additional
argument and evidence in support of its appeal. NKF answered that it considered

its appeal as sufficient to take a decision.

The proceedings before the DLCT have been conducted in accordance with the

WODEC, in particular article 22 of the WDEC.

The merits of the case shall be decided solely on the written submissions of the

parties (art. 22.5 of the WDEC).

The WDEC does not provide for any deadline within which the DLCT shall decide on
a particular matter as the present one. In disciplinary matters, art. 23.11 provides
for a deadline of 3 months for the DLC Disciplinary Tribunal to issue its decision and
another deadline of 3 months for the DLC Appeal Tribunal to issue its decision in

appeal. Those deadlines do not apply to matters to be decided by the DLCT.

In any event, the present decision is issued within a timeframe shorter than the 3-

month deadline provided in disciplinary matter.

E. MERITS

As already mentioned above, the Appealed Decision is based on the following rules
of WKF Statutes
Article 6.3 WKF Statutes

The affiliated National Federations are forbidden to cooperate with and/or
participate in events which do not comply with the WKF sporting and competition
regulations, in particular anti-doping and safety rules and standards, as well as with
the WADA Code and standards.

Article 9.1 WKF Statutes

National Federations and individual persons affiliated to the WKF shall undertake to
comply with the WKF Statutes, Norms, Rules, Regulations and standards, as well as with
all provisions issued by the Executive Committee.

Article 5.6 WKF Statutes
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The right of provisional affiliation or disaffiliation or of the suspension of National
Federations or Associations rests with the Executive Committee of the WKF, while the
Congress shall decide on the permanent affiliation or disaffiliation of a National
Federation or of an Association.

Article 5.14 WKF Statutes

The WKF Executive Committee may take any appropriate decisions for the protection of
the sport of Karate and of the image and reputation of WKF in the country of an NF,
including the provisional suspension of or provisional disaffiliation of such NF in case of
termination by the latter of its affiliation or if the constitution, law or other regulations
in force in the country concerned, or any act by any governmental or other body causes
the activity of the NF or the making or expression of its will to be hampered.

Article 5.15 WKF Statutes

National Federations are prohibited from being affiliated with any karate organisation
not recognised by WKF. They also prohibited from having any sporting relationships with
such non-recognised organisations or with any suspended WKF National Federation.
Non-compliance with this prohibition would give rise to disciplinary sanctions. lllegal
double affiliation would constitute just grounds for disaffiliation from WKF.

Article 5.16 WKF Statutes

Ultimately, the Executive Committee and the Congress may, respectively, at their entire
discretion, reconsider the affiliation and disaffiliate, provisionally or permanently, a
National Federation, in particular in case of changes in the National Federation’s
Statutes without WKF’s approval, in case of violation of these Statutes or of the law, or
for any other cause affecting the democracy of the sporting processes or the image and
reputation of WKF or of the sport of Karate.

Article 5.17 WKF Statutes

An appeal can be presented before the Disciplinary and Legal Commission within 21
(twenty-one) days following the notification of the provisional affiliation or disaffiliation
decision by the Executive Committee and/or the final affiliation or disaffiliation decision
by the Congress.

WKF EC POWER TO PROVISIONALLY DISAFFILIATE NKF

46.

First of all, the DLCT Single Judge points out that, pursuant to article 5.16 WKF
Statutes, the WKF EC is entitled to provisionally disaffiliate or affiliate a National

Federation at its entire discretion. This means clearly that the WKF EC — and the

WKF Congress — do not need to provide any specific reason to provisionally —
respectively definitely — disaffiliate or affiliate a National Federation. The decision

lies in their discretion.
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47.

48.

49,

The examples mentioned in article 5.16 of the WKF Statutes, introduced by the
words “in particular”, are only illustrative cases of disaffiliation and do not limit WKF

EC’s power to disaffiliate a National Federation at its entire discretion.

The latitude provided in the Statutes of a federation to admit, refuse or exclude
members belongs to the autonomy of the associations which must be respected at
all times. Undoubtedly, the capacity to definitely disaffiliate a member belongs to
the association body which affiliated such member and the capacity to provisionally
disaffiliate a member belongs to the association body which is entitled to
provisionally affiliate it. The obvious limitation to such freedom to decide on a NF’s

affiliation is that the decision must not be arbitrary.

According to recent CAS jurisprudence (CAS 2020/A/7549) and the quoted Spanish
jurisprudence, relating precisely on the application of WKF Statutes in cases of
provisional disaffiliations:

e WKF enjoys a fundamental right of association, which right includes the right
to regulate its own regime and to regulate the causes and procedures for
the expulsion of members. As an association, WKF is based on the free will
of its members to join and remain united in order to fulfil the aims of the
association, and those who join the association are deemed to know and
accept as a whole the statutory rules to which they are subject.

e Asthe governing body of the sport of karate, WKF is free to make decisions
in relation to matters of membership save that any such decision must be
lawful in that it must be in accordance with WKF's rules and regulations,
namely the WKF Statutes, and it must not be arbitrary in a way that could
leave its members ' rights undefended or unjustifiably harmed.

e According to the CAS jurisprudence based on Swiss law, once the conditions
for the exercise of a discretion by WKF under the WKF Statutes are met, it is
a matter for WKF to exercise that discretion subject only to review by the
Panelin the event that the exercise of the discretion is unlawful in some way,
for example because "it entails arbitrariness, a misuse of discretionary

power, leads to discrimination or breaches any mandatory le gal principle or
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50.

if the decision entails a violation of [the federation's] own statutes and

rules".

It follows that the WKF EC enjoys to total discretion do provisionally disaffiliate a
WKF member, provided that such decision is not arbitrary and that the member

federation’s right to be heard is respected.

THE APPLICATION OF THE DISCRETIONARY POWER BY THE EC

51.

52.

53,

54.

55.

In the case at hand, the EC explained in detail the reason for which it took the
Appealed Decision. NKF was not taken by surprise, as, in the correspondence
exchanged with the Norwegian federation between November 2021 and January
2022, the EC had addressed all the reasons that ground the Appealed Decision. NKF

had the opportunity to answer all questions put by the WKF.

Besides, in its appeal against the Appealed Decision, NKF addressed and argued
specifically on each and all the reasons explained in the Appealed Decision. At a
later stage, it was given by the Single Judge the possibility to supplement it
arguments and evidence and declined such invitation. Thereby, it accepted, at least
implicitly, that it had been given a satisfactory opportunity to express itself and

submit all its arguments and evidence.

It appears therefore that WKF has provided NKF with the full opportunity to defend
itself and that the Appellant does not have any reason to complaint abount any
arbitrariness in a way that could leave its members' rights undefended or

unjustifiably harmed.

That being said, pursuant to article 5.16 of the WKF Statutes, WKF EC may at its
entire discretion disaffiliate provisionally a National Federation, in particular in case
of changes in the National Federation’s Statutes without WKF’s approval, in case of
violation of these Statutes or of the law, or for any other cause affecting the
democracy of the sporting processes or the image and reputation of WKF or of the

sport of Karate.

Accordingly, irrespective of whether there are any specific grounds, the WKF EC is
entitled to provisionally disaffiliate a national federation in its entire discretion,

which is in line with the CAS jurisprudence and with Spanish law and jurisprudence,
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56.

57.

applicable subsidiarily. The exercise of such discretion would only be unlawful if it
entails arbitrariness, a misuse of discretionary power, leads to discrimination or
breaches any mandatory legal principle or if the decision entails a violation of WKF’s

own statutes and rules.

Besides, pursuant to article 5.14 of the WKF Statutes, the EC may take any
appropriate decisions for the protection of the sport of Karate and of the image and
reputation of WKF in the country of a national federation, including the provisional
disaffiliation of such national federation in case if the constitution, law or other
regulations in force in the country concerned, or any act by any governmental or
other body causes the activity of the NF or the making or expression of its will to be

hampered.

We will hereafter take each of the reasons on which the EC based the Appealed
Decision to determine whether the EC has legitimately exercised its discretion to

issue its decision.

1) Splitting the organisation of the sport of karate into three groups of which two are

dedicated to other competition rules than those of the WKF.

58.

59.

In the Appealed Decision, the EC refers to article 1.1 of the WKF Statutes, which

provides (emphasis added):

1.1 The World Karate Federation, hereafter referred to as "WKF", is a permanent
organisation governing all styles of karate with a legal status founded on the 16th of
June 1970 (with the name of World Union of Karate Do Organisations / WUKO) and
is composed by the National Karate Federations affiliated at worldwide level.

In its email of 19 November 2021, the WKF President wrote to the NKF President
that

“[...] examination of your webpages reveals that your federation appears to on an
equal basis support activities of select style organizations to the extent that you have
invented the concept of “WKF Karate” as a distinct activity or style as opposed to
activities tied to dissenter organizations which activities are contrary to the sport of
karate.

The current circumstances are clearly grounds for disaffiliating the Norwegian Martial
Arts Federation from WKF. If you still see the affiliation to WKF in your interest, we
ask you to convey what remedial action you propose to convince us that keeping the
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60.

61.

62,

63.

Norwegian Karate Federation as a member of WKF is in the interest of the sport of
karate.

On 23 December 2021, more than a month later, NKF send a reply without

answering the WKF concern (see §13 above).
In its appeal, the NKF put forward in its appeal:

We acknowledge that the way we have presented karate on our websites may be
misunderstood as NKF equating other branches with WKF. However, it is not the case
that NKF equates other karate disciplines with WKF. Within karate as a martial art,
WKF is the only officially recognized activity NKF manages, as the only international
association NKF is a member of, the only organization NKF administrates national
teams in and competes in internationally and is the only karate branch which NKF
develops international referees.

It appears from NKF’s website and in particular from the minutes of the NKF Karate
Section meeting of 5 June 2021 (/https://kampsport.no/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/Protokoll-karate-signert.pdf) that NKF’s karate section is
actually divided in three committees: the “shotokan committee”, “WKF branch

committee and a “full contact committee”.

The Single Judge thus considers that NKF Statutes and activities are in breach of
WKF Statutes. This is amongst the grounds for which WKF EC may provisionally

disaffiliate a member federation pursuant to article 5.14 WKF Statutes.

2) Violation of WKF Statutes Art. 5.15

64.

65.

66.

The Appealed Decision refers to article 5.15 of the WKF Statutes which provides:

National Federations are prohibited from being affiliated with any karate
organisation not recognised by WKF. They also prohibited from having any sporting
relationships with such non-recognised organisations or with any suspended WKF
National Federation. Non-compliance with this prohibition would give rise to
disciplinary sanctions. Illegal double affiliation would constitute just grounds for
disaffiliation from WKEF.

The Appealed Decision points out:

According to your webpages you have given recognition to style organizations by
entering into bilateral agreements between them and your federation.

In response to that, NKF argues that they
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were not aware that these style agreements could be in conflict with any of the
statutes of WKF. If WKF, after gaining insight into what these style agreements
actually regulate, still believes that there is a conflict between these and WKF's
statutes, we ask for feedback. In such case, we will initiate a remediation process.

67. It follows that NKF appears to accept their own violation of WKF Statutes.

3) Failure to abide by WKF sporting and competition regulations for Karate

competitions and failure to meet WKF safety standards.
68. The Appealed Decision refers to article 6.3 of the WKF Statutes which provides:

The affiliated National Federations are forbidden to cooperate with and/or
participate in events which do not comply with the WKF sporting and competition
regulations, in particular anti-doping and safety rules and standards, as well as with
the WADA Code and standards.

69. The Appealed Decision refers to NKF's webpage, translated through Google and
highlighted by WKF:

Legal knockout

NKF has approval from the Ministry of Culture to organize combat activity that allows
knockout. In the official competition context, this applies to taekwondo (WT), karate
and wushu. It is only within NKF's competitions that it is possible to achieve the King's
Cup and qualify for official, international championships.

70. Inits appeal, the NKF argues that:

Knockout is a legal practice in Norway and is practiced by several of the combat sports
in NKF. In Norway, there are strict rules that govern how sports organizations can
practice knockout. As you can read in the letter from the Ministry of Culture, we have
several members who must have an approved set of rules in order to practice their
sport legally.

As a federation, we have taken care of this approval process for our members, both
as a service, but also to ensure that none of our members practice their activity in
violation of Norwegian law. We believe this safeguards all our sports, including WKF,
in a good way.

71. Article 8 of WKF Competition Rules, entitled “Prohibited behavior”, provides:
CATEGORY 1 Subpoint 1: Techniques which make excessive contact, having regard to
the scoring area attacked, and techniques which make contact with the throat.

CATEGORY 2 Subpoint 9: Techniques, which by their nature, cannot be controlled for
the safety of the opponent and dangerous and uncontrolled attacks

Explanation in Article 8, Subpoint 1:
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72.

73.

Karate competition is a sport, and for that reason some of the most dangerous
techniques are banned and all techniques must be controlled. Trained adult
Competitors can absorb relatively powerful blows on muscled areas such as the
abdomen, but the fact remains that the head, face, neck, groin and joints are
particularly susceptible to injury. Therefore, any technique, which results in injury,
may be penalised unless caused by the recipient. The Competitors must perform all
techniques with control and good form. If they cannot, then regardless of the
technique misused, a warning or penalty must be imposed. Particular care must be
exercised in Cadet and Junior competition.

It follows that the whole concept of karate as a sport is controlled techniques where
anything causing injury to the opponent is penalised. Any technique causing a
knockout or other injury to the opponent will cause immediate disqualification.
Participating in competitions allowing knockout is therefore contrary to the WKF

rules, in particular to WKF safety rules and standards.

Accordingly, no matter if knockouts are allowed by the State of Norway, it is a
practice contrary to WKF regulations and NKF is in breach of article 6.3 of WKF

Statutes.

4) Your statutes do not conform to the WKF statutes. Receipt of the revision adopted

27 May 2018 was never acknowledged by WKF.

74.

15,

76.

The Appealed Decision refers to article 5.8 of the WKF Statutes which provides:

The affiliation will be decided after the examination of the Statutes of the National
Federation and their compatibility with those of the WKF. The approval of an
applicant National Federation’s Statutes by the WKF Executive Committee is required
for affiliation. The same applies to any subsequent change or amendment to the
Statutes of a National Federation that will also have to be approved by the WKF
Executive Committee.

In its appeal, NKF argues that

The allegation refers to a revision of May 27, 2018. We regret that the revision of the
bylaws has not been submitted to WKF for approval.

As previously mentioned, we cannot see that our bylaws in any way violate WKF's
statutes.

Although this might not be, alone, a just ground to provisionally disaffiliate a
member federation, pursuant to the above-mentioned CAS jurisprudence

(CAS 2020/A/7549), the fact that NKF did not submit the amendments to its
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Statutes to the approval of the WKF and neither even provided WKF with the
updated version of those statues, until WKF expressly asked for them. This is
undoubtedly an infringement to the WKF Statutes, at the very least, which comforts
the WKF in the reasonable exercise of its discretionary power to disaffiliate NKF,

without any arbitrariness.

5) Blatantly ignoring our inquiry for disciplinary action, or non-action, towards your

referee chairman’s subversive action attempting to prevent attendance of a WKF

Technical Commission Member in the Dubai World Championships.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82,

The EC refers here to the situation created by the Chairman of the NKF Referee
Commission, Mr Saleh Zomlot, who wrongfully announced that the referee Mr
Jacobsen had been sanctioned and forbidden to referee in WKF competitions or
hold any appointed position in WKF for 18 months. By email of 9 November 2021,
the WKF asked NKF for explanations in that regard.

On 10 November 2021, NKF answered that no sanction had been imposed on Mr
Jacobsen and that Mr Zomlot was not authorised to impose or announce any
sanction on behalf of the NKF. It simply regretted the confusion caused by Mr

Zomlot.

On 19 November 2021, the WKF president replied to the NKF president that WKF
expected to take appropriate action to safeguard the interests of the sport of karate

against subversive actions from Mr Zomlot.

On 21 December 2021, WKF had not yet received any answer from NKF. On 23
December 2021, the NKF president wrote to the WKF President without saying

anything about Mr Zomlot.
In its appeal, NKF submitted:

That we have done nothing in this case is simply not correct. We refer to our e-mail of
November 10th 2021 where we have apologized for the incident to WKF. Internally,
the chairman of our referee committee has been sanctioned and he has also
apologized to the insulted delegate.

NKF had not informed WKF of the sanction imposed on Mr Zolot. Neither did it

provide any evidence in that regard.
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83.

The EC is thus correct in contending that NKF blatantly ignored WKF’s inquiry for
disciplinary action to be taken against Mr Zolot. The latter’s action to accuse
fraudulently a referee of having been imposes an 18-month ban clearly affects the
image and reputation of WKF and of the sport of Karate, which is one of the grounds
provided at article 5.16 giving rise to EC’s discretionary power to disaffiliate a

member federation.

6) General lack of ability to represent WKF and the sport of Karate in Norway

84.

85.

86.

In the Appealed Decision, the EC points out:

Your organization’s inability to assume the role of custodian for the sport of karate,
inability to define corrective actions when identified as necessary, set or respect
deadlines, ability to self-govern the sport, absence in international participation (i.e.
congresses, online meetings for national federation etc.) unfortunately reinforces our
impression of the lack of ability of your federation to represent the sport of karate in
your country.

This does not appear as a specific ground for disaffiliation, but rather a sum of acts
and behaviours observed by WKF reinforcing the whole context within it exercised

its discretionary power to issue the Appealed Decision.
These allegations are very softly contradicted by NKF, which says in its appeal:

It is important for us to clarify to WKF that throughout the period we have been
members of your organization (a period that extends over several decades), we
believe ourselves to have taken care of karate and WKF in a good way in Norway.

In fact, until the inquiry of November 19th 2021, we were not aware that WKF had
anything to complain about regarding our organizational structure as a federation or
in relation to how our handling of WKF and karate in Norway.

This despite the NKF being a very transparent organization. We emphasize in
particular that WKF - in accordance with WKF's statutes § 13.19 - has had a
permanent place on our executive board and this member has participated in the
board’s meetings on an equal footing with the democratically elected board
members. WKF has thus always had first-hand knowledge and full insight into our
organization.

We nevertheless acknowledge that we have not attended enough congresses and
such, and we apologize for this. Nevertheless, we must point out that we find it special
that this is pointed out now, as we attended the congress in Dubai last autumn.
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87.

88.

89,

It is noteworthy that NKF alleges having participated in three WKF events between
2019 and in the Nodic-Nils Peter Just and Geir Hjerpaasen in 2021, which is not a

WKF sanctioned event and has thus absolutely no relevance in the present case.

At any rate, NKF recognises, in particular, their poor participation in WKF

institutional activities and even apologises for that.

The Single Judge considers that the EC has taken this ground as part of the reason
why it exercises it discretion to disaffiliate NKF and that this does not appear

arbitrary.

CONCLUSION

90.

91.

g2,

93,

In light of the above, NKF has neither demonstrated that the Appealed Decision is
ill-founded or contrary to the WKF Statutes, nor that it is arbitrary. On the contrary,
the EC Decision appears to be well reasoned and grounded. NKF’s appeal shall thus

be dismissed.

As a final side comment, it is worthwhile pointing out that the EC Decision explicitly
reserves NKF’s right to express its views on its affiliation at the next WKF Congress.
NKF is not yet definitely disaffiliated and will be given the opportunity to try
convincing all WKF members that it deserves remaining a WKF national federation
in good standing.

F. COSTS

The WDEC does not provide for any costs in case of decision of a juridical nature

resolved by the DLCT.

Therefore, the present decision is rendered without imposing any costs on NKF.

% %k ok ok
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ON THESE GROUNDS

The Tribunal of the Disciplinary and Legal Committee of the World Karate Federation

rules:

I The appeal filed on 9 February 2022 by the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation
against the decision dated 19 January 2022 of the Executive Committee of the World
Karate Federation, pronouncing the provisional disaffiliation of the Norwegian Martial

Arts Federation, is dismissed.

I. This decision is rendered without costs.

Madrid, on 30t March 2022

The Tribunal of the WKF Disciplinary and Legal Committee
Vince%smgle Judge

Note: pursuant to art. 26.1 of the WKF Disciplinary and Ethics code:

Decisions of the DLCT and the Appeal Tribunal may be appealed exclusively before the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne, Switzerland, within twenty-one (21)
days following receipt of the decision. Unless agreed otherwise by the parties, the CAS

Panel will be composed of three arbitrators and the language will be English.
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NORSK
YARATEFORBUND

Vedrgrende valg av tilhgrighet, fratagelse av medlemskap i Norges
Kampsportforbund og saksbehandlingen av klagesak pa vedtak FS43

I forbindelse med vedtak om fratagelse av medlemskap i Norges Kompsportforbund har klubber som
er medlem av Norges Kampsportforbund bestridt at det foreligger grunnlag for fratagelse av
medlemskap i Norges Kampsportforbund. (NKF)

Vedtak FS43 og Forbundstingets vedtak er anfgrt at ma anses ugyldige da de mangler hjemmel i NIFs
lov og er fattet pa bakgrunn av feil lovanvendelse. Séledes finnes heller ikke grunnlag for & pasta at
medlemsklubbene ikke overholder Norges Kampsportforbunds vedtak jfr. Norges Kampsportforbunds
lov § 4 (5)

Sentralt i dette papekes det at vedtak etter NIFs lov § 14-6 krever saklig begrunnelse. Det foreligger i
denne saken ikke noen saklig begrunnelse for vedtaket. Vedtaket er begrunnet med konkurrende
aktivitet og konkurranse om medlemskap i WKF. Ingen av disse begrunnelsene fyller kravet til
saklighet. Forholdet om konkurranse om medlemskap i WKF er tilbakevist av WKF. Det bemerkes at
dette skjedde fgr saken ble fremmet pa Forbundstinget. Videre er det slik at Norges Kampsportforbund
ikke har anledning til 4 arrangere noen WKF godkjente aktiviteter slik at det ikke kan foreligge noe
konkurranseforhold med Norsk Karateforbund da Norsk Karateforbund er eneste instans som kan
arrangere slike arrangementer. Vedtaket mangler saledes saklig grunnlag og kan ikke anses gyldig.

Sakens bakgrunn

Vedtak FS43 og Forbundstingets vedtak mangler hjemmel i NIFs lov og er fattet pd bakgrunn av feil
lovanvendelse:

Som det fremgér av vedtaket, er det fattet med hjemmel i NIFs lov § 14-6.

Av NIFs lov § 14-6 fglger det at:

Idrettsstyret og styret i serforbund kan nekte organisasjonsledd og medlem av
organisasjonsledd tilsluttet NIF rett til d utgve eller til d medvirke i konkurrerende virksomhet
gjennom deltakelse, medlemskap eller samarbeid med andre rettssubjekter. Nektelse krever
saklig grunn.

Som det fremgér av § 14-1 er formélet med bestemmelsene i kapittel 14:

«...aregulere idrettens interne rettighetsforhold hva gjelder arrangementsmessige og
markedsmessige forhold under iakttakelse av idrettens oppbygning og organisering samt
hensynet til solidaritet innen idrettsorganisasjonen.

Kjerneomradet for § 14-6 er & beskytte markedsrettighetene til en av NIFs idretter i tilfeller hvor det
opprettes en profesjonell liga som ikke er anerkjent av det internasjonale/nasjonale szrforbundet, og
som konkurrerer om media og sponsorinntekter.

I denne saken har Norges Kampsportforbund blitt ekskludert av det internasjonale serforbundet
(WKF), fordi Norges Kampsportforbund har brutt det internasjonale s@rforbundets regler. Det ma da
vaere apenbart at Norges Kampsportforbund ikke i en slik situasjon kan benyttet § 14-6 til & utestenge
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klubber som gnsker & vere medlem i et forbund som kan sende sine utgvere til internasjonale
mesterskap som VM og EM i en sport som var pa OL programmet sa sent som i 2020.

Nar man ser nermere pa Norges Kampsportforbund begrunnelse for sitt vedtak er det ogsa svart
tydelig at Norges Kampsportforbund har forsgkt a konstruere en begrunnelse for et vedtak det ikke
finnes hjemmel for.

Styret i Norges Kampsportforbunds begrunnelse for vedtaket var fglgende:

«Dette fordi de to forbundene etter omstendighetene utgver konkurrerende virksomhet jf. NIFs
lov § 14- 6. Det vises spesielt til at begge forbundene per i dag konkurrerer om a fd
medlemskap i WKF pd permanent basis og om d veere representant for WKF i NIF. Norsk
Karateforbunds virksomhet utfordrer Norges Kampsportforbunds mangedrige lovpdlagte
virksomhet og hindrer eller vesentlig vanskeliggjor denne .»

Det internasjonale serforbundet for karate (WKF) ekskluderte Norges Kampsportforbund som fglge
av at Norges Kampsportforbund har brutt WKFs bestemmelser. Norsk Karateforbund ble deretter
opprettet for blant annet a sikre utgverne en mulighet til a delta pa internasjonale mesterskap
(EM/VM) samt Premier League og andre stevner i regi av WKF. Medlemskap i Norsk Karateforbund
er i dag eneste alternativ for utgvere som gnsker a konkurrere i internasjonale mesterskap som sr./jr.
EM sr./jr, VM osv. Nér den faktiske situasjonen er at Norges Kampsportforbund ikke kan tilby sine
medlemmer noen mulighet til & sgke eller delta i EM og VM i regi av WKF, kan Norges
Kampsportforbund vanskelig hgres med at Norsk Karateforbund driver konkurrende virksomhet. I den
forbindelse vises det til WKF sitt brev til idrettspresident Berit Kjgll av 30. mai 2022 der WKF
presiserer fglgende:

It has been brought to our attention that the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation (Norges
Kampsportforbund) is portraying their provisional disaffiliation as merely a suspension of
membership from the World Karate Federation (WKF) and that they are somehow in
competition with our Norwegian affiliate the Norwegian Karate Federation for permanent the
membership of the WKF. This is not correct.

Norges Kampsportforbund is no longer a member of WKF having already lost their
membership.

The Norwegian Karate Federation remains WKF’s sole representative in Norway. The
provision of their membership is to be reaffirmed by the WKF congress before they may cast a
vote for any case before the congress while they in the meantime retain all other rights and
duties of a WKF NF.

Sveart merkelig blir det ogsé nir Norges Kampsportforbund skriver som begrunnelse for sitt vedtak:

«Norsk Karateforbunds virksomhet utfordrer Norges Kampsportforbunds mangedrige
lovpdlagte virksomhet og hindrer eller vesentlig vanskeliggjpr denne.»

Begrunnelsen gir inntrykk av at Norges Kampsportforbund ikke hadde noe ansvar for at Norges
Kampsportforbund ikke overholdt kravene det internasjonale szrforbundet WKEF stilte til Norges
Kampsportforbund. Dette er et forsgk pa ansvarsfraskrivelse fra Norges Kampsportforbunds side som
ikke kan aksepteres. Det er heller ikke i samsvar med WKEF sitt brev til idrettspresidenten.

At Norges Kampsportforbund forleder sitt eget Forbundsting i juni 2022 til a stgtte sitt eget vedtak,
som de vet ikke har en tilstrekkelig saklig begrunnelse, og den begrunnelse de angir om konkurrerende
virksomhet og konkurranse om medlemskap i WKF tilbakevises av WKF fgr Forbundstinget, er svart
klanderverdig.

NORSK KARATEFORBUND
Postadresse: Bgnesheien 214 - 5154 Bgnes Tel: +47 415 23 540
E-post: norskkarateforbund @gmail.com
Org. nr. 828 791 627




NORSK
KARATEFORBUNg

Det ma ogsa vare dpenbart at idretten gjennom NIF ikke har hatt til hensikt at en bestemmelse
som NIFs lov § 14-6 skal kunne gi et serforbund som Norges Kampsportforbund en adgang til &
ekskludere en klubb som har meldt seg inn i Norsk Karateforbund for & kunne sende sine
medlemmer til & representere Norge i internasjonale mesterskap.

Norges Kampsportforbund har over en lenger tidsperiode valgt & organisere forbundet og forbundets
virksomhet i strid med WKFs og dermed Norges Kampsportforbunds eget regelverk. Nar det
resulterer i at Kampsportforbundet ekskluderes fra WKF, velger Norges Kampsportforbund & gjgre det
umulig for utgvere som gnsker & konkurrere i en sport som var p& OL programmet sd sent som i 2020.

Kampsportforbundets vedtak er basert pa en bestemmelse i NIFs lov (§ 14-6) som neppe var beregnet
for dette formalet. Gitt formalet i NIF lov kapittel 14, ma lovanvendelsen til Norges
Kampsportforbund anses & vare feil. Sakens fakta taler videre for at vedtaket ogsd mangler saklig
begrunnelse gitt at vedtakets begrunnelse er ettertrykkelig tilbakevist. Vedtaket er siledes ugyldig da
det mangler saklig begrunnelse.

Norges Kampsportforbunds vedtak er pa bakgrunn av det overstdende ugyldig, da det bygger pa feil
lovanvendelse. Vedtaket barer tydelig preg at et forsgk pa maktmisbruk overfor klubber som gnsker &
drive med en IOC anerkjent konkurranseidrett og er dermed ogsa i strid med IOCs olympiske charter.

Olympic Charter Rule 29:
The national federations

To be recognised by an NOC and accepted as a member of such NOC, a national federation
must exercise a specific, real and on-going sports activity, be affiliated to an IF recognised by
the 10C and be governed by and comply in all aspects with both the Olympic Charter and the
rules of its IF.

Det bemerkes at vedtaket sdledes strider mot de nasjonale olympiske komiteers forpliktelse til det
olympiske charter som via NIF ogsa binder Norges Kampsportforbund.

Videre fremstar det her klart for at Norges Kampsportforbund forsgker, gjennom dette vedtaket, &
utnytte sin dominerende stilling i strid med konkurranseloven og E@S-avtalen der Norge har forpliktet
seg 4 fglge konkurranseregler om konkurransebegrensende samarbeid og forbudet mot utnyttelse av
dominerende stilling. Alminnelige konkurranseregler ma anses brutt da vedtaket utelukkende har til
hensikt & beskytte sine egne gkonomiske interesser. Maktmisbruket fremstar som svert
uforholdsmessig da Norges Kampsportforbund gnsker a nekte deltakelse/medlemskap utelukkende for
a beskytte egne gkonomiske interesser og nektelsen skjer i den hensikt & stenge ute medlemmer i sin
alminnelighet.

Siden vedtaket til Norges Kampsportforbund er & anse som ugyldig finnes det heller ikke noe grunnlag
for a hevde at klubbene ikke overholder Norges Kampsportforbunds vedtak, jf. Norges
Kampsportforbunds lov § 4 (5). Varsel om fratakelse av medlemskap i Norges Kampsportforbund
bestrides da det ikke finnes noe brudd pa et gyldig vedtak. Séledes er det ikke noe grunnlag for &
vurdere fratagelse av medlemskap i Norges Kampsportforbund og NIF.

Klagebehandlingen

Klagebehandlingen til Norges Kampportforbund er i denne saken er under enhver kritikk. Vedtak
FS43 ble paklaget av en klubb tilsluttet Norges Kampsportforbund. Det er merkverdig og et klart
forsgk pad maktmisbruk at Norges Kampsportforbund forsgker & utilbgrlig presse klubber med varsel
om fratagelse av medlemskap, og de konsekvenser dette matte ha.

NORSK KARATEFORBUND
Postadresse: Bgnesheien 214 - 5154 Bgnes Tel: +47 415 23 540
E-post: norskkarateforbund@gmail.com
Org. nr. 828 791 627




NORSK
KARATEFORBUN)

Klagen pé vedtak FS43 ble ikke tatt til fglge. Klagebehandlingen inneholder flere klare formelle
og prosessuelle feil.

Klage pa vedtak FS43 ble fremsatt 22.05.2022. Klagen bestrider bade det rettslige grunnlaget og at
vedtaket mangler saklig begrunnelse.

«Dette fordi de to forbundene etter omstendighetene utpver konkurrerende virksomhet jf. NIFs
lov § 14- 6. Det vises spesielt til at begge forbundene per i dag konkurrerer om d fa
medlemskap i WKF pd permanent basis og om d veere representant for WKF i NIF. Norsk
Karateforbunds virksomhet utfordrer Norges Kampsportforbunds mangedrige lovpdlagte
virksomhet og hindrer eller vesentlig vanskeliggjpr denne .»

Begrunnelsen i vedtaket er ikke gyldig da WKF i brev til Idrettspresident Berit Kjgll 30.05,2022
kategorisk avviste Norges Kampsportforbund sin pastand om at Norsk Karateforbund og Norges
Kampsportforbund stod i et konkurranseforhold om medlemskap i WKF. Det ble presisert at Norges
Kampsportforbund hadde mistet sin tilhgrighet og at Norsk Karateforbund var tatt opp i WKF. Videre
ble det presisert at Norges Kampsportforbund ikke kan arrangere WKF godkjente aktiviteter noe som
bekrefter at aktiviteten til Norsk Karateforbund ikke kan sies 4 veere i konkurranse med Norges
Kampsportforbund. Norges Kampsportforbund kan ikke fremme pastand om at konkurranseforhold
om medlemskap i WKF nar WKF benekter at et slikt konkurranseforhold foreligger. Det er et
partsfremlegg i beste fall og kan ikke benyttes som grunnlag for et vedtak om valg av tilhgrighet.
Videre kan det ikke aksepteres at Norges Kampsportforbund hevder at man driver konkurrerende
virksomhet sa lenge ikke Norges Kampsportforbund tillates & arrangere konkurranser innen WKF
godkjent format.

Likevel fremmer Forbundsstyret sak til Forbundstinget der de ber Forbundstinget bekrefte sitt eget
bestridte vedtak. Dette uten at klagen pa vedtakets juridiske grunnlag er vurdert av en kompetent og
reell klageinstans. Forbundsstyret har saledes forledet sitt eget ting til & fatte et vedtak som
Forbundsstyret matte forsta at er bestridt, uavklart juridisk og paklaget samt ikke har fatt noen hverken
formell eller reell klagebehandling. Séledes har Forbundstinget métte ta stilling til og foreta vedtak pa
en innstilling som bygger pa faktiske feil.

Klagen ble ikke behandlet og det ble ikke gitt tilbakemelding pa mottatt klage. 8 juni ba klager om
bekreftelse pa at klagen var registrert og mottatt. 12.juni fattet Forbundstinget vedtak om & bekrefte
Forbundsstyrets innstilling, uten & bli forelagt at vedtaket og dets grunnlag var bestridt og hvilke
innsigelser som var fremmet mot vedtaket. Heller ikke ble WKEF sitt brev til Idrettspresidenten
fremlagt for tinget selv om Forbundsstyret var kjent med WKEF sine innsigelser. Forbundstinget fikk
aldri mulighet til & vurdere motargumentene mot vedtaket som Norges Kampsportforbund kjente til.
Saken til Forbundstinget ma anses mangelfullt opplyst og Forbundstinget ble ikke informert om alle
sakens fakta. Videre presterte Norges Kampsportforbunds ordstyrer under Forbundstinget & presentere
seg som jurist med lang erfaring fra idrettsjus. Vedkommende gav sin uforbeholdne konklusjon til
tinget at Norsk Karateforbund var a anse som utbrytere, og aldri ville bli akseptert som medlem av
NIF. Dette mé anses som et partsinnlegg fra en autoritet som gir grunnlag for 4 kunne pavirke
delegatenes stemmegivning og ma anses som svert kritikkverdig og langt utenfor hva som kan
aksepteres av en person med rollen som ordstyrer.

Fgrst den 8.august 2022 ble klagen formelt avslatt av presidentskapet. Avslaget ble gitt via en
kortfattet mail fra konstituert generalsekreter med fglgende ordlyd:

Presidentskapet har besluttet a ikke ta klagen til folge eller vurdere den til videre vedtak. @nsket fra
klager var oppheving av vedtak 43. Dette vedtaket fikk stgtte av forbundstinget 12. juni med 152 mot
22 stemmer, og vil derfor ikke bli opphevet eller endret.
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Her foreligger det klare prosessuelle feil. Ingen av klagens merknader er vurdert eller drgftet og
avslaget begrunnes ikke utover at det vises til Forbundstingets stgtte til vedtaket. Dette har ingen
relevans da stgtten til et eventuelt ugyldig vedtak ikke gjgr vedtaket gyldig. Videre er ikke
spgrsmalet om Presidentskapets kompetanse eller habilitet vurdert. Alle medlemmene av
presidentskapet som ble valgt pa Forbundstinget 12.juni 2022 satt i Forbundsstyret som fattet det
opprinnelige vedtaket FS43 i forrige tingperiode. Klagebehandlingen til presidentskapet er da foretatt
av de samme personene som fattet vedtaket. Dette kan ikke sies a vare en uhildet eller habil
klageinstans. Klagen mangler saledes realitetsbehandling. Presidentskapet er utvilsomt inhabile, og
saken skulle som klager anmodet vart vurdert av et overordnet og/eller uhildet organ. Vedtaket gir
ikke grunnlag for at anfgrslene i klagen er vurdert juridisk av en kompetent instans eller at habiliteten
til presidentskapet er vurdert.

Det vises her til Forvaltningslovens kapittel 2 §§ 6-10.

At en person er “inhabil“ eller “ugild“ innebeerer at det foreligger omstendigheter som er egnet til d
svekke tilliten til hans eller hennes upartiskhet. Hvis slike forehold foreligger, forutsetter reglene om
habilitet at vedkommende ikke skal delta i behandlingen og i avgjprelsen av den konkrete saken.
“Habil“ vil si at vedkommende ikke er i en slik situasjon.

Presidentskapets ma her utvilsomt anses som bade part i saken jfr fvl § 6 fgrste ledd litra a og i tillegg
etter andre ledd «nér andre s@regne forhold foreligger som er egnet til & svekke tilliten til hans
upartiskhet.»

Avslaget pa klagen behandlet av presidentskapet ble paklaget 13.08.2022. Det ble da anfgrt
saksbehandlingsfeil da avslaget manglet begrunnelse og anfgrslene i klagen av 22.05.2022 ikke var
behandlet eller vurdert, presidentskapets inhabilitet og krav om at saken skulle bli behandlet av
overordnet myndighet i denne sammenheng NIF domsutvalg gitt Forbundsstyrets inhabilitet.

P tross av at saken fortsatt var paklaget og det var anfgrsler om inhabilitet startet Forbundsstyret
prosesser med 4 frata klubber medlemskap og true med utkastelse om de ikke meldte seg ut av Norsk
Karateforbund.

Fgrst 20.10.2022 kommer svar pa klagen av 13.08.2022 fra Norges Kampsportforbund. Denne gangen
begrunnes avslaget med en rettslig vurdering av anfgrslene i klagen rundt konkurrerende virksomhet
og konkurranse om medlemskap i WKF.

Norsk Karateforbund er en direkte konkurrent av NKF, all den tid Norsk Karateforbund
konkurrerer med NKF om d fd den nasjonale og internasjonale tilknyttingen til karate
tilknyttet WKF. NKF har organisert karate tilsluttet World Karate Federation (WKF) i flere
tiar, og NKF har ikke gitt opp kampen med d fa tilbake medlemskapet i WKF som ennd ikke er
endelig avgjort. NKF er av den oppfatning at WKF's eksklusjonsvedtak ikke er rettslig
holdbart, og vil prgve dette rettslig dersom WKF v/Kongressen ikke omgjpr sitt vedtak.

Det understrekes at ordlyden i NIFs lov § 14-6 er «<konkurrerende virksomhet», hvilket betyr
at bestemmelsen ikke er begrenset til kun a omfatte konkurrerende «aktiviteter», som SKK
synes d legge til grunn. Under enhver omstendighet tilbyr ogsd NKF idrettslige aktiviteter
relatert til «<WKF-karate» for eksempel gjennom var landslagssatsing.

NKF har saklig grunn til a nekte sine medlemsklubber medlemskap i Norsk Karateforbund.
Som medlemmer av NKF har vdre klubber blant annet en plikt til G opptre lojalt ovenfor NKF's
kjernevirksomhet, og klubbene skal ikke bidra til d undergrave denne ved d stgtte opp under
Norsk Karateforbund gjennom medlemskap.
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Nok en gang hevder Norges Kampsportforbund at det foreligger et konkurranseforhold om
medlemskap i WKF. Dette gjgr det ikke og det er bekreftet av WKF allerede 30.05.2022. Norges
Kampsportforbund kan vanskelig hevde dette argumentet da det utvilsomt er det internasjonale
forbundets prerogativ & bestemme hvilke nasjonale forbund de har tilknytning til. Videre har ikke
Norges Kampsportforbund gjort noen endringer i sin organisasjon og organisering som var grunnlaget
for eksklusjonen fra WKF. Videre vises det til at Norges Kampsportforbund har idrettslige aktiviteter
relatert til «WKF-karate» for eksempel gjennom landslagssatsing. Dette medfgrer ikke riktighet da
Norges Kampsportforbund ikke kan ha noen landslagssatsing da Norges Kampsportforbund ikke kan
melde pa eller sende utgvere til WKF stevner eller mesterskap. Det foreligger ikke noen
konkurrerende virksomhet mellom Norges Kampsportforbund og Norsk Karateforbund. Nar det
gjelder anfgrselen om illojalitet til Norges Kampsportforbund sin kjernevirksomhet sé faller
argumentet pa sin egen urimelighet. Ingen av klubbene har opptradt illojalt, tvert imot oppfylt sine
forpliktelser overfor Norges Kampsportforbund. Alt klubbene har gjort er 4 bli medlem i den
organisasjonen som kan representere Norge i internasjonale konkurranser og gir medlemskap og
tilgang til WKF sine arrangementer som VM, EM, Premier League, Series A og Youth League. Denne
adgangen og tilgangen har Norges Kampsportforbund gjennom sine handlinger mistet og mé ta
konsekvensen av uten a forsgke a straffe medlemmer som gnsker & delta internasjonalt. Det fremstr
sveart spesielt at et s@rforbund tilknyttet den norske idrettsbevegelsen forsgker & hindre medlemmer
muligheten til a vaere tilknyttet det internasjonale serforbundet for karate (WKF) og kunne delta i IOC
godkjent idrettslige aktivitet

Nok engang vitner klagesvaret om mangelfull prosessuell behandling. Anfgrsel i klagen om inhabilitet
er ikke drgftet eller tatt stilling til, selv om det fremstér klart at Forbundsstyret og dets medlemmer er
inhabile.

Det er avgjgrende viktig at inhabiliteten er avklart fpr den det gjelder har hatt noen del i
saksbehandlingen. I motsatt fall vil vedtaket kunne bli ugyldig, selv om hun har fratrddt pé et senere
tidspunkt. (Bernt, Jan Fridthjof: inhabilitet i Store norske leksikon)

Videre er kravet i klagen at videre klagebehandling ma overfgres til overordnet organ, i dette tilfellet
egnet organ i Norges Idrettsforbund pga at styret i Norges Kampsportforbund etter klagers mening er
klart inhabilt ikke vurdert eller gjort. Dette er nok en prosessuell mangel ved behandlingen av saken

Basert pa det overnevnte fremgar det klart at Norges Kampsportforbund ikke har behandlet klagesaken
pa en akseptabel mate. Klagen har ikke fatt en uhildet behandling og klagebehandlingen er foretatt av
et klart inhabilt presidentskap og Forbundsstyre. At saken ikke er oversendt til vurdering av de
rettslige sidene til NIFs lovutvalg eller annet egnet overordnet organ fremstar som et forsgk pa
trenering og maktmisbruk. De legitime og dokumenterte anmerkningene i klagene er ikke behandlet
eller vurdert av noen uhildet instans noe som er brudd pa normal forvaltningsskikk og kjernen i
generelle krav til en forsvarlig saksbehandling.
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To:
World Karate Federation
Att: President Antonio Espinds

Oslo, 15™ of August 2022
Dear President Mr. Antonio Espinos,

The Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic Committee and Confederation of Sports (NIF) refers
to your letter dated 1%t of August 2022. We also refer to your letter to NIF dated 30t of May
2022, which was the first time NIF was informed by World Karate Federation (WKF) of the
matter at hand.

NIF is well aware that the situation currently is challenging for all parties involved, both on
an organizational level and for the athletes. The athletes are an innocent party to this
demanding situation, and we therefore urge the WKF, the Norwegian Martial Arts Federation
and the Norwegian Karate Federation to do everything in your power to protect the athletes
from any negative consequences due to this situation. As responsible organizations within
your sport, you all have an obligation to do your utmost to find ways of solving the challenges
the athletes are facing due to the decisions made by the involved parties.

NIF is, of course, also fully aware of our obligations as a National Olympic Committee (NOC),
and these obligations are taken into consideration in any decision made by the General
Assembly, including matters regarding membership of national federations. Rules regulating
formal recognition and granting of status as an official national federation under the NIF
umbrella, are found in § 6-3 of the NIF’s Statutes. The authority to grant such membership is
given to NIF’s General Assembly, held every two years. The next NIF General Assembly will
be held in June 2023.

NIF urges all parties involved in this matter to have an open and constructive dialogue to
ensure that the interests of the athletes are protected in a way that doesn’t hinder their right
to compete at the international level.

1Bt ol

Berit Kjall
President

Ce:
Norwegian Martial Arts Federation
Norwegian Karate Federation

M Conee A,
Nils Einar Aas
Secretary General
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